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tp the world, and to exert themfelves for removing 
out of the way all letts and hindnHicesof the kingdom 
of Chri|:, that fo his dominion may fpread from f ea to 
fea, thror.all nations of the earth 

I^TOe fo^owing Sermons I have made (bme inquiry 
into the times^and feafons of the incrcafe of Chfift^s 
kingdom : and becaufe this is greatly connected with 
the deftrudion of Antichrift, I have mentioned fome 
conjcdures and cflcufations about the time of his fall : 
though I think none ihould be too bold or peremptory 
in fixing the precife time, but all ought to wait patient- 
ly until God's fet time fliall come. All may now per- 
ceive Antichrift vifibly rifen and difcovcried. Nay, 
we have fcen him arrived at his pomp arid height about 
1500 yeai-s al^er Chrift : Since that tiine the Lord, 
hath begun to wafte and confume him, by the revival 
of religion and learning in the world. As his rife 
was gradual, fo fliall his cofffumptiou/be. ' He hath, 
now been labouring under a deadly coqXbmption above 
thefe 200 years paft» The wound given himisde^ 
and mortal, fo whatever pains be taken ibmetinies to 
heal it, all ihall be in vain; for as Chnft muft increafe^ 
io Antichrift muft decreafe, and be quite nuned dt 
length, as is ihewcd in the following difcourfes. May- 
all the lovers of Chrift pray fervently ^tod lodt out for 
that hleffed and joyful time. 

DUNDEE,^ ^;- 
Jan. 20, 1742. i 
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Ser. r* or Sea/Ins of C^a'ce, • f 

or by errors and fchifins as at otlier time?, thnt is a 
fair fummer-day of grace, which il-ould be wcI! im- 
proved, Tho' we caii't fay th it Satan at thib time 
is altogether bound up, nay he is xvofully let loofe 
m refpecl of error and divHioa ; bnt blell be^od, 
he is rfeftraihed vvith relpe^^t to perfecution, (b that, 
my brethren, he cannot prelently drive your teach- 
ers imo coi-ners, nor put you to ftek your fpiritual 
■bread with the peril of your lives, becaufe of the 
fword^ in the wildemers, as fometimes hath been 
, the cafe in our land* O then, do not (in ^^ way -this 
calm fummer-day, but with ei-rneil: attention and 
care hei^rken to the fweet voice of the turf If, which 
is ftill to be heard thro" all corner.*^ x>f thv^ land. 

•5. The time when God is viiiting a land with 
wakening and a'brming dirpeTifutiono of jirovidence, 
is a-feafcm to. be carefully improved for fa v in g of 
the .'Tonl. When G6d doth pretnoniih il?; th:it 
either a ftbrm is coming ort the church and kind in 
gSneral, or th'at death appronchcs os in p -rt c;!la>:*, 
we iliouid tal;e vcarniri<i;; like Noah, whilt- tiie evils 
$re at adiflance, he moved with fecn-, an ' frTi'i-'r rn 
ark for the fivirt^ of tmr (buls, before the fiocd of 
wrath co^ Me .upon us. . Nay, my friends, yo:i hr.vr 
God to ble'fs, that the ark is ib'cady prepared to 
your hand, and a vrfndoN^'' opened in the fide of it 
for ycur entrance'.' May yTHi be fo wife as to take 
. warning in time^ get f^iith':; v/inr^'s, nnli fiee into the 
- ark'Ghriil, before the ll no J arife, anil before death 
coiiVe. You" have had a long, liar veil-day of prace 
'in t}i€ land, and .no\v have ihrewd tok^~ns of* niorht 
approaching ; Yob iri.j)' look for the night of dsatli, 
or thcAvincrr of de:lbbtton (troken, ptrfecntio-.f, Tind 
darkncfs Wherefore, as Chrift Tiith, fVork wh'h 
h is t:.j\f .' yrt a U'tih ivhHc "is (^ li rf vjHh lo.v, ^.val^ 
tishile you have thelirht, /// ^(^rhnrr-s c-jm"" up':nyoif, 
fl^ettiAi <:Qm-:th- (iaith he) -wiraim ?uutican wsr^f 
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^6^hly, Thoft who give themfelv^cs upto tojiimii: fln 

widi gre€dinefi>, and glory b it) Eph. iv. 19% PhHt 

.iii. 19 V— -7/%, Thofe* who delpife all gofpeU 

-.©ifers, and mock the Hi^fTetijers who bring thciH|> 

, A Chron. xxKvi. i^. Al^« l^fiiijh have reafan t9 

k^r their h^rv^/f is pa/},, &c. Their cafe is very 

|iopeJe4, tbo' none caii faf ife i$ paft the te^Lch.irf 

'lovereigh grace - f > v 

IIL The 3^ head is, to enqTi;re-irito the eauiet' 
'^f men's :Ioilag their hoj^efal feafonsi~**-'j^,^It 
proceeds from their uabelicf and doubting of tht". 
tertaihty of goi^l irmhs :/ This keeps raany ha* 
* venn^fo long between heaven andhsii, death anrf 
life, Chrift aad the world, that r their, .fommer ind 
Hbarveli days ia*e gone before, the]^ come to a re{bla4 
J»0n. Did mco . beliex'^i the dcrtaimy of wrath ti* - 
CO n*^, «tKi 'that tthey^une born heirs of that wrati^ 
-they would thitik no rDOfioa fwiffe en#agh in fleeing 
to Chrift, and cloiing with him in order to efcapeit* 

-ti-^fy, Many trifle away , their fummer days and 

leafoiis of ad:ion, 'bdpaufe they look on death anci 

.cternifty at many years dvftance, ^iid tha^txhey wifl 

,l)laye'tinfl^^€nough^beft)^c thcfe expire^ to mintdfal^ 

y*tion-work#* 8y this deluGdn, Satan cheats many 

put (^ their mod hopeful feaipns. t)id men look 

ert death, as witMn a ilep pf them, mnd having xui 

more but a fingk thread to cut, fo that within a few 

. 4ay8 they fcaij either Jbefmging y/kh the. faints m 

hssL9en, or roaring wkh tl?« jdSaaned in hell, thcjr 

y^ould not let their fummer days pais fo idly. 

7Jly, Profiling fvRnmcr-days arc .loft thri/ in- 
-Aiding of floth.' . IVIany, before they will be at 
(bme. pains now in ps'ayer and fecret duties, wiU 
. venture upon endlefs pains m hell hereafter Ohl 
.prodigious folly! What pains w^as Chrift at to fave 
:you, and will you be at ^n«ne to fave yotirielves ? 
?tlath not God an eiipruity of reit aiid ylca&re to 



' iz . :>. , AppUcatim, Sen .1 

the prefent couviftion. Oh ! Sirs, the work is Cm 
weiphty and ncceflary, you can't make too much 
hafte to expede it > it is woric for your immortal 
fouls, and work for eternity. How careful would a 
p^.aii be to iniproye a day, if his natural life depend- 
ed upon it ? If a- condemned man had an hour al» 
lowed him to beg his life from his prince, would he 
think he might delay till fom^ minutes of it were 
palt 1 No, he v/ould apply at flie very fiHl, and ufe-. 
the moft moving woixls and arguments he couM 
devife to obtain it, and leave nothing undTayed dur- 
ing chat hour. But oh! Is there not much mere at 
(lake hfere? VVhen t^ falvation of the precious foul 
th>3) all eternity depends upon the improvement of 

^ th<; prcfibnt (iimmer-day of grace 1 It is your wif<k>ni 
to take the morning rather than the evening of it* » 

' Thr ^-jorning is fitteil for beginning a journey . you 
would call hi^i a fooliili traveller tjiat would fet out 
only when the fun is fttting. 

ir^cr, 2, How much are they to be blamed, who 

w.aftc away their precious feafons of grace, in pur- 

fu'.ig fooVHh luit*^ ar^d pleafures, whojtake God's 

time and the4r foul's feafon too, to do the devil's 

v;or^: in* Oh, Sirs! doth God create plea fa at 

*i\\.-t ^.i^^.and hai-vefl-days for you to ferve the devil, 

Im grand eueniy ? VV retched ingratitude J Or, • )o 

yon thir,]c that God inould wait till the devil, the 

I world, aiici the fleili have don*p with 5^ou, and then 

i be corte^it to take their leavings? Be afhamed of 

■ fo requittii^jT the Lord, and dealtng fo with yjour . 

J Maker, O foolilh people and imvv'iie'l ' 

/ fji/V. .> . Surlily, cjofpel fMo;hters, and negleders " 
of "h-^ r^afons oX grace,, mult have^^ uncomfortable 
drat.i bcdj feeing the r.^Oro-^tful ditty of nl)'^ te^^ 
bi 'o^; ■ t'> thn-ii. Our hu,v-j.r L p'\fi. OUr fununt'^ is 
eu„uJ-: ' ■;■ • ..-''' * :•. /■'.■: d. :-. hi how cutting inuft 
ihe Aiiv*vvv oi yv.u4.cu>iuiiuicr-aa/s be to you whjSU 
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bleffcd him; t^hy«? becaufe (faith he) I delwcred 
the pmr that ^rkdf I ivas eyes to the Wnd^ midfeet /• 
the imne^ fee. Job xxik. i i, X2\ &c. 

^thlyy Becaufe God's, glory fuffers when the 
^jhupch fuflers, forZion is the feat of his glory ^Vis>\, 
Ixxvi. J, 2. It is the church fliat doth difpky and 
ihew it ibrth. God's revenue of h6noiir and*praife 
in the world would ccnie to little, if God h^d ftot a- 
church therein to pay him his rent : hence he cails 
Ills Qh«rch.M^ branch of my planting y the imrk of*iny 
hands y that I may be glorified, Ifa. he. 1 f . The reft 
•of the world embezzle their talents, but God's chnrch 
and people hnprove tlieirs for God's glory. Now 
when thefe are fuppreft and funk/they are difablcd 
for ihewing foi-th his glory. Nay, then the enemy 
is ready tdinfult them, and to reproach bo<th them 
and their God. Hence king Hezekiah called the 
lime of Jerufalcm's diftrefs, a day of trouble j and of 
rehuh^y and cfhlafphmyy Ifa. xxxvii. 3. 

I^thlyy Becaufe God is highly difp^^^jlfed with a 
public ipirit, and with thofe who interpofe for his^ 
church' in troul^e ; he reprefents himfel^ in fcriptnre 
as feeking carefully for thefe . to put marks of ho-^.- 
r.our and.relpect iipmi them, Jer. v. i. Ezek. xxii. 
;:o. Alfo we fee what fingular honour God put * 
upon Mofes arKl Phineas upon that account, Exodv 
xxxii. II, 14. Numb. xxv> 10, 11. PfaL.cvi. 23, 
30, 3 K A1& he promifes profperity to all fuch, and 
familiarity with hirafelf, Pfal, cxxii; 6. Ifa. xlv. 11. 

6thly, Becaufe on th^e other hand, God is mucl: 
difpleafed Avith thofe. wIk) are,L|nconcerned' about 
3i:5 x:htirch \vhen in diftrcfs, yen, hq denounces a 
Wo cigalnft than \.vhf3 m'e at -etfe in ZicMj ami are mt 
grieved for the affii^lori of %fephy Amos vv i, 6- 
AvA yve fee v/hat wrath was threataed againlt 
Efuier, if ihe ihould be eafy br^^filent when the 
'church was in daii.gtT^ Efih. iv, 14^ for if thou d- 



Scr, II. jitplicatton. ' r^ 

together hold thy peace, at tU^ thne, then Jl: all eir- 
hrgement and dil'ruerance arijl^iQ the Jew^ frorm 
anoiher place, ^ hat thu and. thy father^ s honfe/hall hi 
de/iroyed* 4 - ^ 

The A P P L r C A T I 0,N. 

Infer, i . If God be well pleafed with tliofe who 
are (enfibly alT^ded with t-he church's cafe when in 
djfti-efs, how Aammg miift his wrath be agaiiift 
thole who «re the ijiibiivnents of her diftrefs, and 
iflltead of fympathizing with her in it, do rejoice in 
her trouble : O tiiat fuch would know«iithat they 
a:\ notj-only the enemies of the church, but the/ 
are the enemies of God, and the very b^utt of his. 
anger every day, Pfal. vii ii. Hovr dreadful is 
their caft, wha have the poifbn'd arrows of God's» 
• wrath levelled agajnft them I 

Infer* 2. If it be the characgcr of gracious fbtus 

to be concerned for the chrirch, what a bad iign 

^nuil it be of thofe who mind dieir own things, and 

not the things of Jefus Chriit? of whom the apoille 

fpcaks, Phihii.21. And alas! how many are there 

amongft us who have their minds and aife^^tions 

wholly f^t upon th6 earth? They are warm, keen^ 

and anxious ab«ut th^ concerns of their bodies and 

families, but cold and indifferent about the things of 

Chrift and his church: They, like Gallioj care for 

none of thofe things, Afts xviii 17. Jf their bodies 

or friends be in diih-efs, they are troubled; but tho' 

the church of God bp in aiHit^on, it gives them no 

vuieafinefi ; which is a {ad fign they are not:li\4ng 

members of Jefjhs Chrift, foi; i^ they were, they 

MToqld have a feeling and fympathy v/itA the body. 

3^/y, We tnay i?ke ujpa lamentation for .the 
want of a public-fpirited and gcnerou:^ concern for 
the church of (Jod among us^ which is this day in. 
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great danger and diftrefs by errors, divifions, and" 
ciecay*of piety : A'nd yet how few are^ laying it to- ^ 
heart? Ah! wheiff-e doth this^iadifTerency proceed? 
Siirely, from want of love to Chji|t' the church's 
head, or from ejic^ifive love to the ^'^orld, and 
carnal plcafures. When men ly- upon beds of'wory^, 
chunt to the found of the viol, and drhikimne in howlsy 
they are mt grieved for the ajflit^ion of ^ofephy - 
Amos vi- 4, 5, 6.- — Again, this indiffereney about 
Chrift's matters, ptoceeds from that curfedroot of 
felf-lbve, and felf-feeking^ which is in all men by 
nature, tho' in the mean time fin and Satan have 
blinded their eyes, that they know riot their- tjrue 
mtercft :* they know not what it is rightly to &ek> 
themfelves; if they feek the good of their bodies- 
with tiie negled of their fouls, they tl^ink t6 ieek. 
themfelres beC: this v^ay ; but oh i if their tyes- 
were opened, they would fee that this fclf-feeking, 
L\ nothing but felf- hating and feliMeftroying. The 
rich glutton fancied he was feeking Iiimlelf and his 
own happiiiefe, when he cloathed himfelf in purple 
and fared ddicioufly every day • but after warcfs 
when he lifted up his eyes he faw his ijblf- feeking * 
was really felf-deftroying, for by pampering his 
body a little time, he damned his fcair for ever. 
So that diofe who ferve, God bed, \^ feeking his 

?r!ory and his church's good, before f:heir worldly 
ntereft, do really leek" themifelves moil ; for they 
hereby fecure the happinefs of both foul and body 
thro' all eternity. , ' 

4/A/j', It may be needful here X6 give fome cau- 
tion againft the wrong ufe of *this dodh'ine, which 
|bnie may be in hazard to make, by ipending their 
leal and coticem about ihe public tafe of the churcl^ 
to the negleft of tlieir own perfonal cafe. Oh, Sirs, 
beware of this exti*eme, and fufpeft tliis zeal not 
to be of the right fort j for wher^ ther^ is a fincere 



22 Exhort atm to Ser. ET. - 

• telling you this, let nont think I encourage any to 
turn Gallios with rcfpecl to the matters of God, 
and the intereft and welfare of his rhurch, as, alas ! 
the genefality arc; no^ I teach and- prefs the 
contraiy* 

^thlyy Let all therefore be exhorted to be pi^blic 
Ipirited, and fuitably concerned for* the church in 
diflrefs. . O lay to heart her calamity, and Ihew 
your concern for her reUef,* by mourning for fin 
which brings ori wTathy and praying e'arneftly for 
deliverance from it, faying v^th David, Do g9od' 
•in thy good fUaJure unto Zkn, build thou fhe wailsr 
»/ Jeru/akm, ^ . 

Motives to it: i/?, Yrofn the pattern of our 
blcfled Lord and Head, whofe example we ihould 
€ppy afttr in his fympathy with, and concern for 
the church in trouble. His ftul wAs grieved for 
their mtfery .• In M their Minion he tuas affli'dife^, ^ 
When they are perfecuted he feels himiilf injured^ 
. and this fympathy fets him on work to intercced" 
for them, as he did for Jerufalcm under the Baby- 
loniih captivity, Z^ch. i. .12 Lardofhojts, Adw 
long wilt thou Hot have mercy on Jeru/atem^ and on 
the cities %f Judahy^agmnji which, thou haji^ had m^ 
dignation thefe three/core and%n years. Let all the 
members then follow the example of thdr Head. 

a. Public-fpirited perfons are the pillars of Ib^ 
cicties, and bear off wrath and. judgments fron» 
tl^em. Hence we fee the flood could. not rife to* 
deftroy the old world, till Noah was fhur up in the 
ark; nor could the fire be rained from_hea^n up* 
. en Sodom till Lot was houfed in Zoar ; and both 
Noah and Lot were public-fpirited men, and thcre-« 
fore great bleffings and pUlars to the w'orrd. O 
Sirs, this public-fpirited dilpoliuon would make yoa 
hleilings to die church and to the iflaud : It would 
make you live deiiied, and die lamented : iiieii [ 
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i "Would reckon -your lives worthy of mapy prayers, 

; and yoiir deaths of naany tear'=^. Elijah was of this 

difpdidon, and we fee how Eliiha bewailed his de- 

! parture, 2 Kings ir. 12. And Elt/ha favj it^ and he 

cried, My father y n^ father, the charht ofJfrael, and 

iht hojfemen thereof.- meaning, that Elijah was the 

ftfsty and ftrength of Ifrael, by his prevalency with 

^God ; and a better defence to them than chariots 

and horfemen. 

^ ^i/v, This difpefition is a good evidence both of 

I iove to- God, and of love to the fouls of men : for 

[ it is of the nature of true love to be concerned for 

r ;the good of thofe whom we love, to mourn when 

they (ufier, and rejoice when they profper. If we 

^ iQve God, we will lament the diihonours which arc 

I done to him. , If we love the fouls of men, we will 

f W^V' for their converGon, and bewail their fins 

, which bring deftru^on upon them. 

f 4ildy, It would be a good means to fave you 

\ from tjlie guilt of other mens fins, and fecure youi 

\ fiom.the wrath which they bring on. For they 

I who figh and cryfor all the abominations that are 

j. done in the midft of:Jerufalem have a mark fet 

upon them for their prgfcrvation, Ezek. ix. 4, God 

\ looks upon our mourning for the iins of others, as 

. ait entering of our diffent ^gainft them, and fo will 

: not charge them upon us, 

I Qlf^yi* How fhail we attain tQ this public ipirit, 
and zealous concern for the church in diflrefi? 
An/w. Xake the following dire<Sons : 
1 , Beg foi the Sphit of God that dwells, breathes 
and a&s m all the -anembers of Chrift's myJtical 
body: . He furely is the public Spirit that inclines 
aU tb© members to take the fame care one for ano- 
tk€fr, and to feek the good of the whole body, 
Rom. viii, lJ^: 
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. 2e^ly^ Lfit the grace of love abound in your hearts^ 
love to Goil and to all his people ; and fee to keep 
this holy fre always burring. Love makes the^ 
wants and fufFerings of mhers to be our own, arsd 
jM*ompts us to lay out ourfeh'es for them; 

T>^ly^ Love the fociety of the public- .^rited and 
xealous ones of the land, and particularly thofc A^lho ^ 
ftudy to manage their ieal witU piety and pru>- 
deiice ; for as iron flwrpens iron, lb. the converfati- 
on of £Uch may be the means of "entiveniog you. 

4//;/)/, Beware of carnal companj^ which oft 
proves a dangeirous queach-baal to zealxind afli\Tt3r 
ibr'God.i Peter found this by going into the fo- 
clei;,v of the high-pj'ieft's ftrvants ; for tho' he got 
lais hands warmed amongft then?, he got hiis heart 
tnifer^^ly cooled to Chi'ilt and his people. 
' Lcijfly^ When you attain to any raeafiire of zeal 
nnd public- fpiricednefs, endeavour to. manage it 
with holy wifdora and caution, fb a«, you may re* 
coHiihend this grace toothers, and not ftumble^them 
at it thro' your mifmanagement. There is much 
n«ed for this caution, eipecially in leeling and di- 
cing times ; therefore take>the{e advices. 

I. See that you adfroni j principle of true love 
to God, which will /engage you to love all who bear * 
hisf ftamp* and image. 

a. See that your ends be' pure and fincere, not 
to gain efteem or applaufe, or increafe-a 'party * but' 
that God raav be glorified, and Chrift's kingdont 
advanced in the world. 

3.^ WatcU careftilly that your zeal do not mix 
itfelf with your own paffioii and bitternefs of fpirit, 
which we are always in hazard of: the apoftle 
James doth nobly caution us againft this 'evil, 
}am. iii 14. to the end. A cauft fometimcs may 
he good and juft, and yet managed with too much 
• and anim©fity againft our godly brethren.. Job's 
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The Difeafes of Souls* 
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S E R M O N III. ..."^ 



ON > 

Terem. .viii. 0.2. 

4sihcreno bdminGilead? Is there mphyfrian there? 
Why thenrs 7tot the health of ih^ ckui^Her of my 
people recovered ? . 

THE^ words being before explained, and the 
declines rai fed, i proce/nl to 

Do^. Til. viz. However defptrate.tbc difcafes 
of thofe. within the church may feemto be, yet if 
they die of them, it will' be oving/to themfelves, 
feeing they have an able PhyfiGian, and excellent 
\bahn to look to for healings 

This being the dctl^'ine which T chiefly iiatenr^cd 
to infiil upon, I propofe to do it at Ibine length ia 
the following method. 

I. I'll enquire into thefe dangerous difeafes for 
v.hich there is balm in Gilcad, and- a I'hyfician 
there. 

II. Take notice of fome of thefe d?.ngerous f)^nip- 
toms which make onr difeafes :i] ^ ear defperaie and 
incurable, for vhich there is yet bahn 'v\ Cili.ad, 

III. iipcak of the ^"^hvfKijn there, \\ho \y:>\\\ the 
balm, and afr-lies it for curinp; the difrafcd. 

IV Enpuirc into the nature of tbi:- bilm, anct 
Sneans which the Phx finrri /nakes uft of fo» '■r.iliiig, 
' V. Touch at the Vhyfici >.\\\ ,nt ^liOsi 01 riT^ing 
'h^ bahn, and erfcrmipw the (ure. 
^ Make application ot. the whole. 
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oufnfifs, ete. And that in ICi« xix. aa, ^3^. 

* TTius faith the Lord God^ Behold I wiB lift up 
' mine hand to the Gentiles^ and fet up my' ftan<* 

* dard to the people ; and they ihall bring my fbns 
' in their ar-mSi and thy daughters {hall be carried 

. * •n their ihoulders ; and Idngs ihall be thy nurfkijg;. 
^ fathers, and their queens thy nuHing mothers^ctc. 
And that promife in Ifaiah Ix. 17,1 §. * I wiU make 

* thy officers peace, apd thine exaftors rightcoulhcfs, 
< violence ihall no more be licard in thy land, waft- 

* ing npi^ deftruftion within ]thy borders ; but thou 
*' Ihalt call thy waHs falvationj and thy gates praife? 
Now, it is furely the duty of all metrd3crs of both 
rfiurdb and ftate to plead thefe prDiniles with God, 
and to wait his time for accoirpliiliing them to-us. 
O what is there fo hai*d, but tlie out-pouring of his 
$pirit can do ? 

4. The difeafes which I propofe to Ipeak of in 

this place are the fins of fpiritual plagues and dif- 

tempers of men^s fouls, which are very dangerous 

and deadly ; thefe we ought aD to know, with' their 

fymptoms and effefts; that we may feek after the 

balm in Gilead, which is mercifully provided of 

God for our healing. God would have cveiy man 

to know .the plague of his own heart, x Kings viii. 3 8. 

\ This every man fliould. know and be acquainted 

witli in thc.firft place, in order to healing ; thaugh 

yet we are not wholly to confine our thoughts and 

care about thofe difeafes wWch are private and 

\ perfonal,. but fliew oar concern alfo about thofe 

* which are public and national x of which mor^ 

afterwards. 

^. Thefe fonl-diftempers are called, in fcripturc, 

difeafes, wounds and fickneii, PC J. XKxviii. 5. and 

* liii. 7,. and cxlvii. 3. Erxk. xrodv. 4. Matth. ix. 12. 

f becmife they produce e&fts in the fonl, like to thofe 

' \ difeafes produce in the body : fuch as, x . As 



fSer. in. \ ef the SouK . 35 

• fo^e the Lor J. But there is balm in Gilcad for It 
[ in all ihapcs, Jer. xxxii. 2^. .Ezek. xi. 19. 

iX, Bapkjliaing from the Lord, or a' fpiritiial 
. /:oin/i{mptkn, ia t)ie common difeafe of God's people. 
\ They are liable to backflide frdm the power and 
. lifi^of godlinefs, and to lofe their former fjiirituality 
i aha liveKnefs in ^rving God in their clofets, families.. 
1 and public affemblies ; fo that fometimes, their re- 
ligious duties are like to wither and dwindle away^ 
into a dead form, and the things thct remain arc 
\ ready t$Jk^ AS.it was with the church of Sardis, 
^ Rev. iii. 2. This decay comes upon them when 
known fm or floth are indulged by thera. Then it 
f is that ipiritual exercifes become a wearinefe, and 
i averfion grows to hearr-work and fecret duties,. 
; fych as prayer,. reading the Bible, meditation, and 
j; cominuningwith their own hearts: Then tlic graces 
y do languiih, the^faith of divine revelation becomes 
•weak.' Then truths which God reveals concerning 
I his glorious perfedions, the excellencies of Chrift, 
\ and concerning fin and duty, heaven and hell, make 
!. butfrnall impre/Iion on the mind. Then repent- 
l ance is reftrained, and the foul is little aiFeclied with 
; fin and its evil': then love turns cool to Ciirill aad 
1' his image, it doth n»t conftrain to duty, nor to hate 
and mortify fin as before : then hope^ecdmes faint 
ahd languid, and hath not fnch defirous expedations 
f^ of the eternal ^vorld, and things unfeen ^ as to fortify 
iv the foul aocainfl the alhirements of the devil, the 
i world and the fleih. Tiiis fpiritual confuaiption is 
a mournM difeafe, and calls us fpeedily to apply to. 
the Pliyric'iau- of Ifrael for the bairn he hath ', 
.'prontled for.it, Deut. xx>i. 6. Kof. xiv. 4, 5, 6. 
: Ffyl. Ixix. 32. John xiv 19. Gal ii. 20. 
\ X p'f/^couratfement- and doivn-a^fihig of foul is one 
■ of C'mVs people*s dlfeaies that requires tipis balm. 
They are . often calt dov/n by outward alHiclioa?, 
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Qjj/}' But what .fliall we do to attm to a fexife 
and feeling of our wouiids inprder to healing? 
Jnf. Take this adWce : ^ 

I. Be diligent in the ufe of all outward means: read 
the fcriptures^ and get the kn6>ylcdjje of yovir loft ftate | 
in Adam, and the way of fah^ation thro' a furety's 
righteoufnefs. Attend the preaching of the ^otdy 
which is the ufual mean of converfion : be not abftnt 
from the ordinary occafions of it, left you miis that 
fermon that was mbft fuitabic to your cafe, and ntight 
have been the means of (aving your fouk* The de\ar 
is at pains to keep you from fome fermone, for he may 
know what minifters are preparing before- hand, anJ 
when he fees any thing coming that is likely to touch, 
you, he will' contrive fome temptation to keep yoa 
back from hearing it; 

' 2. Study ro affed your hearts with whafyou hear 
of your mortal difeafe, the iinful natures you brought 
into the world, their pollution^ rebellion, and enmiy 
agabft God. Think upon the many adls of rebellioir . 
you have broke out into agaittfV hraven. • lliink alfir' 
how near you are^ wliile unhealed, to everlaffing 
burning, yea ^vcry moment on the brink of die fiery 
furnace, and kept out of it only by thfe thread of life, 
which may be broke by any bic of bread you eat, by 
flipping of a foot, by ftumbling of a horfe, and by 
hundreds of diftempers, .which like fo many lighted 
candles, are ready tcr burn the thread, and let your^ 
difeafed fouls drop into the pit for ever. 

3. When God llioots the arrow of conviftion into 
the confcience, do not feek to fliake it out till it reach 
the end for which it was fent. Be not like thiofe who 
go to their callings to work it out, or to theil* cups 

* to drink it out, or to their^,heds to fleep it cut, oc 
to their games' to di^^crt it out. But ga you 

- rather to your knees, and pray that the wound 
tri2y be- medicinal and faving, that it may be as deep . 
ncedrul^ and the ^ov.er of the Lord niriy he prefejit. 
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*^ thou hafl coine to thofe who never fought thee for 
*' healing, Ifa. Ixv. i Lukex. 33, 34. And ihall not 
'^ I get healing when I am earncftly feeking it.'' 

5. Plead the gloiy of his name and the credit of His 
blood, fay, *' Lord, both thefe will fufFer if a poor 
" wounded creature, that relies upon the faith of tfiv 
'^ \Vord, and the virtue of thy blood fliouid be difap- 
*^ pointed and perilh/' This was Mofes's argument 
with God for pity to tjie Ifraelites, Numb, xiv* 1 5, i^- 
The nations will /peak , /ayhg, Becatffe the Lord ivas m 
able to bring this people into the land y which he J\v are unH 
them, therefore he hathjlain them in ths wihierne/s. So 
do yoa plead, ** Lordf, what will the devils and atheiAs 
'' fay?'* Will they not blafpheme thy name, and re- 
proach thy blood, an^ fay, becaufe thy power ajwl 
blood wfie not able to heal thefe difeafed fouls, thoii 
letteft them periih. 

6. Plead the mercifulness of his nature, Vv'ith David, 
Pfal, xli. 4- Lord, be merciful to nie^ hecdmy fhidyfor 1 
have fnned againjfl thee. Thou art a merciful as well 
as fkilful Phyfician. O let not a poor fick CovX that 
depends on the mercy of thy nature, and merit of thy 
blood for healing go away difappointed. 

But poor fenlibfe (iiiners have many objection* 
againft themfelves. 

Ohje^. I'. I know (faith one) Chrift is;a great Phy- 
fician, but I am not wonhy-that he iliould come under 
TCij roof t^ heal fuch a one as me. 

j4n/\ i. There was never.one healed becau(e6f his 
worthineils, for it i$ only the unworthy that Chrift 
carne to heal and fare, i Tim. i. 15. Rev iii. 1 7, i8> 
Matth. ix.'l2, 13. — : — 2. The more feniible afoul 
is of unworthine{s, and humbled for it, tiic mofe wel- 
come he is to that Phyficiap, Plai. x. 17. Ifa. 'Ixvi. 2'. 
Mat. V. 3. Luke xviii. 14. — —3. If you come not to 
%e healed till you be worthy, you will never come, for 
where can a pcor worthlefs fmner get any worthy or 
4efirable qualification but from Chrift oply? You muft 
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you find God^s Spirit effedually concurring : This you 
^3o in other duties; for tho'' you cannot pray or praiie, 

' communicate, meditate, or (ancTcify tfte fabbath aright 
without the Spirit, yet you forbear not to aim art thefe 
duties, even when you find not the Spirit at work ; 
and neither fliculd you in this cafe.; The' you have 
no power to believe favingly, yet ftill be aiming at it, 
and believe as you can. The Spirit will pity your 
weaknefs, when you are making honeft'attempts to do 
his w ill ; therefore be aiming to approve the device of 
redeeming love, to part wiih your own righteoufhefs, 
to fay Amen to the well-ordered covenant, to take a 
crucified Chrift for your all, and vefature your all in his 
\^A. And tho' yai often fail in your attempts, yet 
^C^ try it again, and at length the Sp rit will help you 
to ftretch out faith's hand, and fatten it on Chrift and 
his V ounds to your comfort. 

Cbjedl, X. But I am afraid /Chrift is not willing to 
apply his blood to. heal me. 

Anj. What more evidences of willingncfs can you 
„alk from Chrift? You have both the word and writ of 
hjm^that is faithful and true, and his oath alfo, John ' 
yi. 37 Ezck Sxjciii. «i- And to all thefe he adds 

I out^vard tigns and feals which arc viiible to your bodily 

- e^'es in the facraments, to affure you of his willingnefs. 

. Alfo his franknels to heal all the bodies of men that 
came to him while dh earth, is given you as ia ftrong 
pledge-of his wUlmgnels to cure your fouls ; for you 
.can*t imagine he vvould.be more coiripalfionate to men's 
bodies than to their fouls, feeing it was his gre^t er- 
rand to feek and heal Ibuls, and to flied his ^ ' -* -'ir 
jhat end. May we all have faith in thai _. 
.Chriit's lake. Amn. v 
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Advices to thofe who are Recovering, 

S E R M ON Vm. 

ON 

JS'^.BM. viii, -w Is there no Balm tH^Gtlead, &c^ 

III. TN profecuting my exhortation from this Doc- 

X trine, there is a third fort I propofcd to ad- j 
drefs: jaamely, Thofe who are ahrcady in the way of ' 
healing and recovery, through the Phyfician's ap- 
plying the balm of his blood to them for removing 
the giailt of fin, aiid renewing of their natures, 
whereby the force of their difeaffe is broken, and 
they in the way of recovery., Tb thcfe I oflfer 
feme advices 

I Thankfully admire the generous kindnefs and 
free love of your Phyfician, in difUhauifhing yott 
from the reft of the worW He hath Soae that for 
you whirh he hath not done for thoufandt, nay, for 
millions of yonr fellow-crcatures, and even for many 
in thofe very fanaihes and congregations where ypB 
dwell He hath healed yo\3i- natures wh«n they were 
fick unto death : He liath pardoned your iins, when 
they were tinlcing under guilt Oblefs and praife him 
-^vith David, Pfai dii i,2,&c Chriftcxpefts atrikntc 

)f praife from healed fouls, and obferves how they pay 
*♦:, as in the cafe of the lepers, Luke xvii 1 8. ^^^ 

here n$t ten deafifed (faith he) but 'ibhere art the nmef 
There he counted their number, and found nine healed 
who returned him no than^cs- And this he cenfiires 
as bofe ingratitude to God. 
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ithly. When wc grow hardened and impenitent 
Binder provocations, fo ^s we have neither a doc fenre 
i of our own fins, nor of the fms of the land we live int 
', Ifef. V. 15. / w/V/ go and return to my places fiU they 
0ckrHywledgetheir^ offences^ andfeek my face i Ah ! was 
i tihere ever more-guih lying on a land, shmI lefs feehrig 
[ of it, than amongft us at this day ? 
; IV. The Fourth thing, was to Ihcw when it may 
\ be faid that people are rightly excrcifcd under (iich 2 

idifpenfation, as this of the Lwd's withdrawing, and 
behaving as a ftranger vo them. 
\ i/?, Wc may be faid to be rightly excrcifed under 
[ kj, when wc are truly fcnfible of our lofs, and of our 
fins as the procuring caufe thereof; artd henre are 
brought heartily to mourn and lament after the Lord, 
as the prophet doth in the text and context, and as 
Ifrael did in the days of Samuel, i Sam. vii. 2.'' \ 

a</(y, Wlicn we place all our comfort and happinefs 
in the favour and prefence of God, and are unfatisfied 
with ail other comforta without this, count all worldly 
things but lofs and dung ; look on fun, moon, health, 
wealth, honours, pleafures, houfes, relations, yea, life 
and breath, as moft empty and comfortlefs things 
without God ; fo did the prophet in tte text, when 
he addreffes him with this title, tJ^ hopr of J/raelS 
f , d, AJl our hopes are« iti . thee, and we are poor,* 
miftrable and hopelefs creatures without thee, and £0 
did the Pfsdmift, when he .faith, Pfalm Ixxiii. 25. 
Whom have I in heaven hut thee, and there is none upon 
SArth that I difire befi^ks thee. 

jdly, When we are at pains to engage our whole 
hearts, and all the powers and facultifes of oiH* fouls, 
to fcek after a withdrawing God : IVith fny ivhofe 
heart have I fought thee, faith David, Pfal. cxix. 10. 
And becaufe our hearts are deceitful and ready ta 
ftart afide from this work,* we (hould be hjnng tie? 
and engagements on them to be finccrc and ferv^i 

P 
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me ye can do nothing. It were happy fior us, that w6 
were ttioR feti{ible of thiv truth/ for we are nEioftapt 
to truft to our orsvn ftrengtfa, and think ftill we cshi do 
weU enough for ourMves ; like JSampfon when be had 
iioned away both bis God and his ftrength, yet he 
went forth for to ihake himfdf as at other timesi bii 
wft net that the l&rd was defmied from hint. So maop 
tare i^fenfible of the Loni's departure/ thoy go ui 
CottxininionS) and think to fliahe thedifelves as at 
other times, but, oh !. there is a ^nombednefs and 
weaknefs that has (eiz'd on their (pirit% they cannot 
now lift up their Cools at his table; 

4rt/y, Therp ufually fblfows, on God's withdraw^ 
ii^, great witherednels and harrehnefs on the fouls of 
his pec^le, their leaf fades, their fruit drops^ and they 
^cfcly turn like the mountains of Giiboa^ on which 
there is neither dew nor rain', John xv. 6. Ifamdm 
abide not in me^ he is ctift forth as a branch^ and U 
tmthereJ, It is his gracious prefrnce only that can 
vasks m fat ajfd flout tpmjg in the courts of our Cod, 

S^hiyy We. become expofed and liable to manifold 
dangers and enemies ; for when God wididrav^'s, uur^ 
defence withdraws too. Hence Mofes comforts \6szA 
atainft their enemies, Num. xrv. 9. Te need not feoit 
thorn, (faith he) for their defence is departed from them; 
the Lord is ixnth us; The Lord?s pretence b.his 
people's defence agatnft all the affaults of thdf ene« 
mies, whether from within or fnvro withoot, againft 
the power of their lufts, the polky of the ddvil, kad 
cruelty of the wicked : but if their fence be removed/ 
they are expofed to them ail. 

6thfy, Another effed; which ts' majtter of fad eiter^ 
cife, is, great trouble and anxiety of 'miiid for fodner 
vnkindneis and ingratitude to Cod« Hence the 
Pialinift faith, Pfal. Ixxvii* j, I remembered pod, ar^ 
"^as troubled. Formerly he had remembered God, 
andwastcomforted : his meditation of him was fweet. 
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1)0 1 now it was farotherwife : Ohi fays he, T no^ir 
.remember my unldndncis to him that was fo good to 
'iTie ; my confcience upbraids me for my unfui tabic 
carriacre : Is this thy ^kindnefs to -thy friend? Where 
arc ail thy former purpofes and relblutions ? Thy 
-promifo and vows JTiade at Sacraments? Are they all 
tome to this^ Oh! thou haft finned thy God and 
•friend away from thee ? It was-the thoughts hererf 
that broke Petcr'-s heart, and made him weep- fo 
bitterly. * . 

. ytbiy. There follows on k very melancholy and 
unwelcome thoughts of death and judgment. Whea 
God is pi*efent with the believer, he can fay a$ in 
Pfal. xxiii. 4. 7ho^ I walk through the valley of the 
fhadow of death, I viUl fear.no evli ; fir thou art ixnih 
we* But O ! it is melancholy to thmk of going through 
that valley, without him, and of appearing before^him 
while he frowns, and beliaves as a ftranger or cnen^ 
to us. ^ • 

%tMy, Sometimes ' there follows a revived fenfis of 
wrath, old wounds begin to^open and. bleed afirelh ; 
the dt^ferted foul is driven back tx) the foot of mount 
Sinai, and begins to hear its thunders and curfer. re- 
newed, tho' he once thought they had .been all fdetK 
ced by the blood of Chrilt. Thus it was^with Hcman, 
Plal. Ixxxviii. 7. Thy wrath Jleth hard upon -me, .^.c . *■ 

LqfUy, The fears of -^utterrejedion is another coft- 

fequent that oft . proves matter of fad exercire to the 

ileferted foul. Alas 1 'T fear my cafe ihaH' never be 

better, that my iky-^all never bi-eak, n&r my clouds 

diifipate ; that I ihall never recover God's prefenoe 

.again, but be banilhed eternally from it ; & with the 

' ; Pfalmift, PfaL Ixxvii. 9, ic. Has €od forgotten to be 

grdcims? Hath he m anger fhut ufhls tender mercltsfisc^ 

Js:^ Pial, cwx, .8. O/i^rfake me not utterly^ 
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APPLICATION. 

Vfe I. Of Irfsrmation. 1. Hence we may be in- 
•formed, that there -are but few true feekers of God 
among us, feeing there are few to whom God's with- 
drawing is matter of much -exerciie or trouble ; few 
mourning on this ?ccount,Jike the prophet, and crying, 
Why art thou fuch a Ji ranger t6 my foul F Many are- 
\ troubled for other trifling loifes, but few that can fay 
^ witji David, Pfal. xxx. 7. Thou didfi huie thy face ^ 
and I was troubied. 

• idly J We may fee tbe mifeFy of thofe^who are 
&r from God now, and are like to be deprived of his 
prefence for evei-, Pfal . Ixxiii .27. Unrene wed perfons 
defire not God's prefencis here, but fay to him, Depart 
fr(m*»Sy John xxi. 14. and alas^l their choice is their 
judgment, and ihall be fo for ever ; for the Judge's 
Sentence againft them will be, Depart from me ^^c^ 
If the Ephefians forrowcd moft of all for that parting 

, word of Paul to them, Te /hail fee my face no morey 
'- A& XX. 3^. • how much mbre will fuch a word from 
' ChrilPs mouth at the laft day be piercing and heart- 
' breaking to the ungodly for ever? 
^ 3/sffy, How fad muft the cafe of thofe be, from 
[ whom God withdraws, not to return again ? the Spirit 
!. of God comes, and ftrives for a time with many ; but, 

• when refifted and grieved, he ^oe&^away ; and when 
once he goes away from> an unconverted foul, he 
fcldom returns to ftrivc any more. Wh^n the Spirit 

'. of .ilie Lord departed from Saul, he came not again, 
bm; an- evil fpirit ia his place, i S^m. xvi. 14. 
sfhly^ Believers fhould : not » conclude that God haft 

r <aft them oiFbecaufe he is as a-ftranger to theiirfor di , 
time • for this hath been the lot of the dcareft of God's 
'diiklren, y'ea,,evenof his own beloved Son hjjaafclf> 
when in.this world, ^ 
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\Jk II. Of Reproof. . i . To thofc wfao arc fo great j 
ftrangers to religion, and the ftate of ttek* own louk, 1 
that they know not what God^s prefencc or abfeticc I 
is; and ib indifferent arc many^ about this matter, they j 
never enquired to this day, whether God hs a Oasasngs I 
©r a frie»d to their fouls/ 

idfyy To thefe believers, towards whom God naf 
be behaving as a ftranger, and yet they ar6 infei^bte 
of it^ They 'are become fo unwatchftil, afid fo oiuch 
charmed with the delight* of fenfe> and their G^mvdi 
fen&s fo dull, that they are fallen into Samfei'* 
condition, Judges xvi. ao. ^* Ke wift not that the 
Lord had departed from him/' - 

3<//v, To thife who, the' they be fonfiblc of the 
Lord's withdra wings, y^^ ^re not duly afield there- 
with : It is not matter of foriousr foul-eKereifo to ttem, 
as it was to Jeremiah in tlie text, atnl to ]<M 
Job xxiii. 3, 8, 9* and le the Ifraelites, i Sam. vii. %> 
** Who lamented after the. Lord/' 

4/Wy, To thefe who are fo far from being fiiitablf 
exerciifed and aiFedted with the Lord's withdrawing* 
from them, tiiat they are ftifl finning him farther 
away ; by their formality m duty, untendernefs of 
walk, flighting of the Spirit's moti^is, ainl vcitturii^ 
on fins againft light* O believer f is jtKs thy kinAicis 
to thy friend \ Dofl: thou thus requite the Lord ? W^^^ 
do not marvel to fee per£ecvtx»rs, and haters <if God 
driving him away, or to fee Chrift receiving wGundt- 
ftaoi his enemies: but Ol it is fad thatlpreciou* Chrift 
ftould get fodb wounds in the h^ofe of his friend^ 
. \]k JIL Of Exhortation to two forts of perfo»s* 
j/?. To thofe who are ftrangcrs to God, and kno^ 
nothing of his pr^fonee. wy, To thofe whphavc 
known it, but he is become a ffa^ng^ to them* 

As to the firft fort, I exhort you in the nam^ of idie 
Lord, to betfamk yourfirlvcs and confidcr your mifcry • 
'n tl^s ftate; '< for lo, they that are far frcra God fliall 

"-HTAi, It is the chara^r of thofc who are io aloft*- 
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darknrlSr, &ut darkricfs will be fticr<?afing: yow canoti^ 
have Ufc for your dcailncfe, biit } 6u wilt ftill be grow* 
ing deader >i fyiritual tbingr: you cannot have sif^ 
petite foryour feed/ but you wiU 4hva5?s be twraiflg 
the more indiirerent about it : yOH casmot bsve pi?cH 
teftion frot» yonr enemies, but you wiH-^ffiil be 
brought the morie under their power. TMngs ii«B 
ftiH be growing worfc, the longer God is a.ftrangtf 
totJhyfouL 

itffy, Oi-dinances ean neither be plea&nt norpro^ 
Stable to thee, while God is a ftrangar to thy icK^i 
you cannot ice any beauty in them, wbiVe God « 
abient • for without the Lord's {.refence. Ordinances 
are dead, and a dead thing can have no bciaacy^ 
It is his prelence that ptns a. luftre on Ordi»a«we% 
ai^d m^es thc£n-fl«iTe, ftras 1^ cbn&m the feientte 
of the gp%ei, and make enemies aflianifd of ties' 
oppofition. it is fiis prefehce that putj^ Kfe in Co**' 
m^anions, and life in CommuBicants^ and cau&s t\itfti. 
to prefer a day in d^'s courts to a thoufahd elfinuWt. 
It Is his prefence that makes Ordinances fruitftA, and- 
his people^s (buls to thrive under chein. * O f wl^' 
have yoti fuch lean fouls a«id barren he^ts undef^ 
Ordinances! It isy becaufe the Lotd k a ftratitg^r t* 
theif^. WouW you Imve your food bJe^, go^^l- 
ieafons fruttful, and your fbiils under the k)lueiice 
djereof, like watered gantens? Then feek the IjbiS^ 
prefence, i Cor. iii. 7. " It is m>t be that rfaateth, 
/tifli' be that watereth, but God that ^ves the incrcafr. 
Q^efii Seeing GaA is fetting a folemn tryft with us 
at this occflrfion^ and it highly concemeth us to malce 
ready to meet with him : how fliall we be exercifcd 
on this faft^day, fo as to get diftance remdved^ and 
breaches made up, that God may not be a ftrang^r to 
OS on the feaft-day ? 

Anf^s. I fhall give you fooae advices, and draw 
tpf a ctolc. 

»^, Make no harfc confth:^tk)n of God^s clcafings 
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- with your ibuls, whatever they be, but jiiftify him ; 

f leave your coinplaints upon your(elves^ apd blame 

; yoiff (vQ&, "that feparate betwixt you ani your God, 
Ila. laa. a. W« have a chollenorc from God that 

" may foon filcnce all o:*r murtnuring, Jer. ii. 17. 
'^ Haft thou not procured this to thyfcif, in that thou 
haft forJaken the Lord thy God?" 

idlyy 3e ftill reftlcfs, diltatisfied and uneafy in your 
minds, till the diftance and eAran^ement be removed : 
and )h expreflmg your uneaflnels by frequent fishs, 
cono(p]aints and lamentations afttr God ; fit as a widow 
ii) hl^ ahfence, and le; none have your love but hi-n 
alone ; i-e^fufe all other comforters, till he himfelf 
netura; imitate the church's pnu^ice, Lam* !• 16. 

: ** Tor theft things I weep, mmc eye, mine eye 
vunnedi 4own with water, bciaui(e the Comforter 
tkkt Aieuld relieve my foul, is far from me." 

f^dly- &arwb ^liligently for the caufe of the Lord's 
crffcangemenc from you, as the Pfalmift did, Pfal. 
l^xvii. 6. " I commuEied with mine own heart, my 
{pirg m^de diligent ftarch.*' O ! where is the idol I 
WlKit i^ the (in chgt hath heen the Achan in the camp^ 

i aiW provoked GoA to torn his back I And aflbon as 

' you find it .out, f^fi that ytfu caft dut the accurfed 
thing. ' Let not tfeine eye pity, neither 4o ^hou (pare 
it ; iqr it has taken thy Lord gway from thee. If 

\ thou cand qot find it, then go humbly to God> and 
cry with Jol?, " Shew me wherefore thou contendeft 
wkh HOB,'* J^ X. %, hard, what is the evil, the (in 
or hj4 vk'h'ch thoa rebukeft, and for which tfaoa 
pl$a<J5?ft the controversy? H^ve I quenched tliy Spirit? 
Have I flegtedlcd dvity? Was Iformjil in commuuicat* 
^Lof vinthankfgl ft>r former intin^tions of thy love ? 
'^ Ii4or4; what I fee not, teach thou me ; make me to 
faow my franigrcflion^, and my fin/* 

4/%, Seek to be ckcply humbled for every evU 
*nd (in that you .^^ convinced of; and particularly, 
^ the )ibei»W8 ag^w^oi>s pf them ; fvf, Oh ]l«prd I 
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I am gnjity. in thy fight ; I have finned- agahift more 
light, more mercies, more vaws, and more proofs of 
thy loving- kindnefs, than others; I have gratified 
Satan, hardened the wicked, reproached* religion, and* 
diilionoured God more by my fins, than others do ; fa 
rhat tlion mayeft juftly frown on me, and make the 
folemn day, which wiU be a day of feafting, rejoidng 
and gladnefs to thy children^ a day of darknefs, 
gloominefs, and diftrefs to me. 

^thly, Plead by faith the "Redeemer's bldod, for 
removing the eftrangement, and "bringing thy ioirf 
nigh to God ; for nothing elfe can 4o it, according to- 
Eph. ii. 13. fay, Lord, tho' I defcrvc not to'ufte of 
thy fvjpper, but to meet with a frown, inftead of a 
fmile, a breach, inftead of a bleffing, a cup of wrath, 
inftead of the cup df the New TeftsHnent ; yet behold 
the blood of my Surety, and be mercijExjlto me. 
' Lord! I have bi^oke alt thy commands; l^t has not 
my Surety fulfilled them. aW ? I have indeed affronted 
thy jnfticc ; but has not my Surety fj^sficd it? I have 
deferved thy wrath ; but he has endured it. Remeni" 
ber not what I have done againft thee, but what he 
hath doi^e and fufFered for me j and let mc be accep- 
ted in him who is thy beloved Son. . ] 
6thly, While God carries as a ftrariger to thee, be \ 
not thou a flrangcr to the throne of grace, but con- 
tinue uiftant in prayer for the return of his gracious 
prefence ; plead the great need you have of it, and the 
helplefs cafe you are ki witjiout it. Beg, however he 
dead with you now, that he may not be a ftrang^ to 
you on the feaft-day; Say, " Lord, if fhy prefence go \ 
not with mie^ carry me not hence. ^ what willa ' 
Communion-feaft avail me, without commuftion with 
thyfclf in it ? I go not there for breftO and wine, but 
I go to fee Jefus : and what wilt thou give me, if I 
go from thy table Chriftlcfs ? O let Chi iff appear and 
be made known to me in the brei^king of bread. Let 
enjoy thy lightfom and reviving company in t^ 



nff 



— "^ » « * — ■■ ■ ~ ■ " " T" "^ ' 



I 170 ] 






=T» 



s^-c^-^c 



S E R M O N II. 

/ , ■ 

A Preparation Sermon before the Lord's Supper.' 

,The happinefs of being in Covenant 

with GOD. 

Psalm' odiv. 1.5. latter part of the verfe. 

■ / - '■ ■• 
■ I. ■ Haf^y is thc4t ^cop^e^ wkofi Cq4 k the Lord. 

^TlpHERE is nothing in the world ihat is fo much 
; JL talked of, and Icfs underftood^ than the bufinefs 
, .of # hcppy hfe. AU the world is in queft of happinefi, 
, fom^ expedling to find it in this, and fome in the othc^ 
. thing*; The worldling looks for it in riches, tbe 

philofbpher in knowleoge, the ambitious man in hon- 
^ ours, and the .voluptuous man in plejiliires;* But haW ; 
. miferably arc they miflakcn I they feek happinefi ; 

from the wrong, airth ; from things that can never 
-^fiiit the wants, hQr.fatisfy the vaft defires of the im- 
. jnortaLfouK True Chriftians are the only wife mefl 

in tlie world, fof they:feek happinefs where mdecd it 

k to be found, viz, in tl^ enjoyment of God, who is 
! the centre of blifs.' Arid they who attain to this, nmft 

iurely be the happy men', for the Spirit of God de*. 

dares t;hem fo in my tekt : *^ Happy' is tha^ people 

whofe God is the Lord, 

In this Pfalm, the royal Pfalmift tfoth blefs, 

magnify the Lord for the ilgnal favours, and meracs 

V he had , rereived from him : and from Ws former 

* gracious experiences, he is encouraged to addrefs God 

"for fururc mercies, both to himfelf and his kingdom : 

•f^'i^i^i <i^i«r hg prays for deliverance from public 
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David was ftill of this c^inion thro' &e -whole 
courfe of hk lif«, Pfal. xvi. 5, 6. Pfal. xxiii^ r, a* 
And« he fees no caufe to alter it at his death ; f<»* 
among his laft words^ he declares^ that this fweet 
covenant-relation was all his falvatioo^ and all hi» 
dedrey a Sam. xxiii. 5, 

The method I propoie for handling . this fubjed^ 
ihall be, ' 

i/?,^ To enquire when itmay be faid^ that a perfon 
or people are in covenant with God, and have a Ipecial 
intereft in him as theirs : 

idly, What is imported in this great privilege, to 
have God for our God. # 

3.dly, How this privilege appears to be the t(q> of 
our happinefs, 

4thly, Make improvement of the wiiole. 

1 begin with^the^r//. When it may be faid, that 
a perfon or people are in covenant with God, &c. 

And for clearing this point the more, J ftiall Firft, 
Confider it negatively, and ihew what it is not ; and> 
Secondly, pofitivcly, wherein it dotli really confift. 

I. I^egaifveJy, I'o ftand in a covenant-relation to 
God, is not to be underftood here, 

I/?, Of our being under the bond and engagement 
of the covenant of works. Tho' it is moft certain, 
that all Adam^s pofterity, by virtue hereof, are en- 
j^aged to God, to perform perfeft obedience, and fulfil'*! 
the whole law; yea, and by breaking it, are obliged 
to pay the penalty thereof, bear God's curfe, underly 
death, and fatisfy God^s inHmte jullice ; and fo all of 
us are naturally in covenant with God in this refpeft. 
But oh 1 we have no happinefs,^o comfort by being 
fo ; feeing we have broke the covenant of works, and 
incurred the penalty thereof; for, tho' we iiill ftand 
under engagements to God, by it ; yet he is loofed 
from all obligation to us, to make us happy : yea, by 
our breaking it, he /is under engagement to deftroy us. 
^'- ! we cannot, by this covenant, plead any intcreft 
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in God as our God, or Father : no^ we can only look ,. 
; cni him as our Law-giver, our Judge, our punifhcr tnd 
enemy. That is all the relation that God flands in 
now to us, by virtue of the, covenant of works, 

2dly, There is more requifite to make up this 
covenant-relation to God, than that bicffed cove|pnt 
rf redemption, which God entered into from eternity 
[ with his Son Jefus Chrift, as our head and reprefenta- 
tive, for faving the eleft. That glorious tranfa^lion 
■ i^ indeed the fdundation and rife of. our covenant- 
relation to God ; but doth not formally conflitute and 
■f -irmke it up. For an ele(fl perfon cannot be fa id to be 
'': in covenant with God from eternity, unlefs by God's 
; appointment and deiignation : he is never formally in^ 
it, till he believe, and thereby ratify and approve what 
Chrift did frou eternity engage for him, and perfon- 
ally con fen t to tal.e God for his God in and through 
'v Jefus Chrift the Mediator. So that you lee tne 
r covenant of Redemption will not fave you, nor inflate 
I you in covenant with God, if ye can faynomorej 
there mufl be (bmething done in and by you, to.intitle 
K you to that covenant of redemption, and to infeft and 
^ poffefs you of the privileges and bleflings therein 
pTomiled to Chrift our Head ; and this is only done 
j by the fubfequent ratification of that covenant and 
r jreaty, made with the ele<5l in time by the preaching 
r of the gofpel, which is called the covenant of grace. 
\ 3^y> There is more in this covenant-relation to 
®od, which makes us happy ; than our being vifibly 
I *id .externally in covenant with God by an outward 
profeflTion of Chriftianity, and fubjed-ion to gofpel- 
<a*din3nccs; for thus, every Churj|Ji that* bath the 
\ Word and Sacraments, is hi cavenant with Gcd, 
Hence the Lord fays to tlie church of the Jews, 
L Eaek xvi. 8. " I entered into covenant with thee, 
*nd thou becaraeft mine.'' They were vifibly and 
^^teraally in covenant with God, by their fubjcftion 

2,3 
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to his Ordinances and Inftitutions. They all did 
partake of the Seal of his Covenant, viz. Circumcilion: 
and hence, when a vifible Church makes dcfedioh 
from God, he threatens to come and avenge the 
quarrel of his Covenant,*^ Lev. xkvi. 15. All the 
members of a vifible church ai-e federally in covenant 
with God by their profeflion .of Chrift, and being 
baptized in his name, but filch an external covenant 
relation to God, will not make us happy : therefore, 
let us beware of refting on it ; and let us feek earneft- 
ly to be really and internally in covenant with God. 

4thly, There is more in it than being nationally* 
in covenant with God, by virtue of a Iblemn tranf- 
adion.eatered into, and fiibfcribed by the rulers, 
lidi^i^f^ix^niQ^s and reprefentatives of a laiid; where^ 
by 'th?H J>)^tlji the^ confent of the whole nation, bind 
and^ e??gjip^i^ jiiemfelves and their poflerity to the Lord. 
This dld^fie nation of the Jews, and fo they were 
God^s covenanted people above all other nations of 
the world ; -but yet this National Co\^enant did not 
entitle them to faving bleffings, or give them an inr 
tereft in God as their God, in a faving way : for many 
were in that national covenant that never came to be 
in a gracious ftate, tho' yet they received many Ipecial 
favours and deliverances nppn the account of it. - Sonie: 
in this land have the honour of being nationally io 
covenant with God, which indeed is our glory, and 
perhaps the ground of many national mercies and 
deliverances ; though it is riot the fpring of faving 
mercies, nor that which entitles us to God as our GodJ 
in a faving way. Many may profefs to owa this 
National covenant, that never took hold of this 
Covenant of Grace, ar^d gave themfelves to God 
according to the tenor thereof. 

Sthly, There is more in this, than the drawing up 
the form of a perfonal covenant with God, profelfing 
to confent thereto, and fubfcribing it with the h-uid. 
'^'^r all this may be dene in fuch a mjmner, as will not 
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entitle us to God as our God in a faving way. ThU 
work, tho' good in itfelf, and profitable to many ; yet 
it may be perfcnnied by fome in fuch an hypocritical, 
foirniaJ or legal manner, as doth make it an abomina- 
, tion to an. holy God, that looks for truth in the in- 
ward parts. 
But II. Pofhlvely, We come to be in covenant with 
I G()d in a faving way, when we are taken within the 
•twnd of the covenant of grace, and do confent {in<^^re- 
I ly to the gracious terms of it f for it is only by virtue 
i of our coming into this covenant, that we have groimd 
! to daim this happinels of hawing Cod for our God. 
> Now for us to come into the bond of this .covenant of 
[grace, is by faith to take hold ofGod^s covenant^ as it is 
i called, Ifa. Ivi. 4 And this we do, when we are 
t thoroughly convmced of our fin, mifery, and undone 
i ftate under a covenant of works, and do hence betfeke 
i. ourfclves to the New Covenant, or gracious method 
It of falvation propofed to us in the goQ)el, thro' Jefus 
Chrift.and bis righteoufnefs ; and do cordially acqui- 
cfce in, and approve of this noble contrivance, and 
. accept of JeCis Chrift as our only Mediator, Surety 
and. Peace-maker with God : and in him do fincerely 
' iBake choice of God, Father, Son, and holy Ghoft, to 

be our God at^d portion ; and affo give ourfelves ibul * 

• and bofly to be the Lord's, engaging in the ftrengtli 

..of o«r great Surety, to abandon lin, live for God, and 

,walk witkhim ta newnefs of life, as becomes his cove- 

j nanted people. Now, when our Ibuls are helped and 

' determined by thelSpirit of grace, tOvdo all this heart ily 

\ and fincerely, then do we enter among that " happy 

[ people \yhofe God is the Lord." 

f 11. The fecond thing in the mathbd, is to enquire 

j into the ijnport of this great privilege, To have God 

\ for our God. " I will be your God," is the greateft 

pro^iiie and fubftance of the covenant of grace, being 

the great thing ftipulated on Cod's part therein; 
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Jer. xxxi. 33. and indeed it is (he fiim and compcnd 
of all his other promifes. And imports tjiefe things. 
I/?, Reconciliation and friendfliip with God, "I 
will be your God,*' i. e. I will be no longer an angry 
Judge, bit a gracious reconciled God , to you: my 
juftice is appeafed, wrath pacified, fury is not in me^ I 
have found a ratifom in Chrift • he is the propitiation 
for your fins. 

2^/y, A near relation betwixt God and 11s ; yea, 
nearer than any refation among creatures, "I will 
be your God/* implies, I will ftand you inftead of all ' 
relations, i. I will be a Father in Chrift to you, 
^ adopt you for my children^ take you into my family, I 
will pity and provide for you, 1 will bequeath to you 
a -rich inheritance, you are heirs of God, and co-heirs 
with my eternal Son.*— 2. I M'ill be a Jiufband to- you, 
" Your Maker is your Hufband,'* Ifa. liv. 5. .1 will- 
marry you to myfelf, I will love you, cloath you, 
enrich you, and provide a noble dowry for you.— 
3. I will be- your King, I will take you for my fub- 
jeds, I will govern you, protedl and defend you firom 
all your enemies. Yea, J will be yotur phyfician, your 
ihepherd, your guide, and inftead of all relations to 
ybu^ 

jafy, ** I will be your God,*' imports a right and 
title to God, and all that is in him ; intimate commu- 
nion with him, and a communication of all good things 
from him. Nay, there is ftill more in this expreffion 
than can be unfolded by words ; there is more in it, 
than, I will be a father, fricnd,hufband, benefaftvr,&c. 
to you : More in it, than I will give you heaven and ^ 
cverlafting life, or all the bleflings of heaven and esrth, 
time and eternity r no, I will give you Jnore; I will 
give you myfeif, a Jehovah, a whole Deiiy,-^ e. all 
that is in me, all I am, all I have, all 1 can do is thine. 
Q the magniikent boimty tif God 1 for wh^n he had 
no greater, no better thmg to beftow on hi$ people) 
' "" beftows himfelf on them. 
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Yqu. may fay^ How can this be ? An miinite God^ 
ib great, fo glorious, we are not capable of receiving, 
comprehending, or enjoying him. Jr^^ So far as 
you are capable to receive and enjoy him, he is yours; 
aU that^s in him, is given to. you for your benefit^ 

i/?. All he is f erf onaJly, i. e.- the three Perfons of 
Ae glorious Trinity are yours, God the Father,. Son, 
and Holy Ghoft. i. God the Father is yours to love 
you, to ele<5t you, and contrive redemption for you, 
John xvi. 27. *' The Father himfelf loveth you." 

2. God the Son is yours, to be a ranfbm for you, to 
fatisfy juftice for you ; yours to be born for you, to 
live, to die for you, to rife again for you, to afccnd 
into heaven for you, to fit at God^s right hand for 
yt)u, &c. All this is plain from Ifa.-ix. 6. " Unto us 
a Child is born, imto us a Son is given. '^ And Cant, 
ii. i6, 'i My beloved is niine.*^ 3. The Holy Ghoft 
IS yours, to apply this redemption to you, to change 
your hearts, to teach you, fandlify you, work in you, 
dwell in you, to c(jnducl and guide ycu to glory. 

' I Cor, iH. 16. ^* Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you." So 
you fee, D believer, whatever God die Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoft is, and can do /for your falvation and 
happinefs, they are yours, and made over to ybu in 
tl^ covenant of grace. 

2e(ly, Ail he is ejfeniiallyy his infinite efferlce is yours, 
i» e. all his glorious attributes and perfedions. ir My 
^ercy is yours, O-believer, to pardon your fins, and 
deliver you from guilt,, to fympathize with, and com- 

^rt you it) all your trials and aftii^ons. 2. My 
^ilHom is yours to provide for you,, to counfel and 
&€£l you, and to turn all things about for your good. 

3. My O^rmipotence is yours, to guard and prote<5l you 
from ctU your enemies, to lupport and preferve you to 
falvation. ^. My ^oo^«^ is yours, to enrich yoq, 
oeftow grace and glory, and all good things on .you. 
5» My Omni/dcnce is yoiu* overfeer, to watch over 
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ahd WiM^ ywi againift, apprmchkig dangers. 6: My 
holinefs is yoBT fountain of gt:ace, to fan^tify aad make 
jroii holy. 7. My Ommprtfenre is your companion, 
to attend and fdace you i^ all places and conditions. 
8. y[y juffice is, your re warder, to beftow heaven on 
you ; and al(b your avenger to punifh theft that vvnmg 
you. p. My dl-fti^ciency Is yoivr inheritance, for 
giving you compleat and perfe<ft happinefi. My tm» 
cjoengtobUnefs is the rock of your fecurity: ^yfrnth- 
fiilriefs your pledge and fiirety, for the aca)inplifli- 
noent of all my pnimifcs to you ; and my etei nity is the 
date of yoxtr happinefs. So that, O believer, you fee, 
all God's efiential perfe^ions are made over to thee in 
the covenant of grace, and therein thou haft an un- 
fearchable treafure. In God's attributes, there is a 
fuitable remedy for -all theie nia^adies and miferics 
which fin has" brought or) you : his wifdom cures yoiir 
ignorance, his grace your guilt, his power your weak- 
nels, his mercy your mifery, his goodnefs your evil, 
his faithfalnels your inconftancy,^is holinefs your im- 
pfurity, his riches your poverty, and bis fulnefs yonr 
wants. * 

l^fiiy^ '^ i w»^l ^^ y^^ God," imports, -That all 
that God hath fiiall be made over to you, i Cor. iii. 21 • - 
*f Ail things arc .yours. ^ AH mine are thine. As for 
inftapce, i/?, All my jpromifts are yours : the pro- 
mifes both of this life, and that which is to come ; my 
promifes of pardon, my promifes of healing, ray pro- 
mifes of fandlification, my promifes of quickening and 
ftrength, my promifes of throu^-bearing and comfovt » 
in trouble, my promifes of grac€ and glory ; they arc 
your inheritance. 

idly^ ,My gifts and graces are yours, faith, .lo^'f, 

hope, fe^, humility, patience, and all the fuliie fs th.it 

is in Chrift is yours ; all thefe graces arc yours as 

irmour to defend you, jewels to enrich you, and 

wdials to refrefh ydu, while y<m fojourn in the 

"4crnefi, 
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'^dty, My creatures are yours My creatures on 
earth are yours to ferve and fuftain you, my angels 
m heaven are yours to guard and Ci-icamp about you. 
The earth is your walking and rejourning place, tl>e 
heavens your country and inheritance. In a word, 
O believer] my Ordinances and Sacraments are yours, 
to ftrengthen and feed you ; my providence is yours, 
to make all things work for your good y my rod is 
yours, my people is yours^ my kingdom is yours ; nay, 
my eternal Son Cliriit is yours, all he has done and 
fiifFercd, even his whole purcliafe is yours: b^th 
things prefent and to come, life and death, this world 
and heaven, aU are yours, i Cor. lii. 22 Behold, 
when there was a covenant made between Jehofaphat 
and the king of Ifrael, Jehofaphat promifed Ahab 
whatever he had or could do, i Kings xxii. 4 *^ I am, 
(%s he,) as thou art ; my people as thy people; my 
horfes as thy horfes i" Co in the covenant of grace, 
whatever God hath or can do, is made over to you. 
'But what <io I fpeak? For no created mind can con- 
ceive, nor the tongues of men and angels, Ihew forth 
the full import of this word, / will be your God. 

Ill, TIk third thing propofed was, to ihew, how\ 
this privilege of having God for our God, in covenant, 
appears to be the top of our happinefs. AncTthis 
A)th evidently appear from' thefe things 

I. From the vaflnefs of the portion, which believers 
«ave in a covenanted God, as above defcribed. There 
w more cornprffhended here, - than eye hath feen, ear 
Mh heard ^ or the heart of man can conceive. In this 
€€*\^ehant of grace you have all that's good, all that's 
great, aqd all that can make you happy. You have 
covenant prefence, covenant provilion, covenant ccw- 
diift covenant protedion, covenant fupport, and cove- 
P^t ffa-ength for all duties* trials and performance 
in this world ; Arid you have eternal glory covenanted 
*oyou for the world to come. Now, can any thing 
he fo fatisfying to the renewed mind, as to review tiik 



184 The Happtnefs of being Scr. IL 

tmdbecaufe he Ihes^ IJhall live aUk. ; Good ground tovc 
yc to fay with the Pfalmift, Pfel civ. 34. v^ w<^^»^ 
tatkn ofhtmjhall he/tveet; I will be glad in the l&fi* 
7,tt'lyy It will make gofpel-ordinances very fweet: 
And for inftance, (i.) Prayer may be fweet tea 
covenanted foul : Is it not fweet to come into God's 
prelence, and call him our Father, and (peak to him 
as fuch ? Father, grant me this^ and the other good 
thiner whith I want. An uncovenanted foul comes 
before God as his Judge : But, O \ it is comfortable 
to draw nigh to him as our rec^qnciled God and Father 
in Chriil, and with a holy confidence fpread our wants 
before him. (2.) It will make the wofd fweet; a 
covenanted foul may read, and hear- it as a love-letter 
come from his fi-iend andliufband, and may fweedy 
apply the *promi{e of it to hirafelf, and fay. This is 
mine ; this was God's gracious unchangeable purpofe 
to me in Chrift :, And O but that would make die 

^ word as a lovely fong in our ears 1 (3.) It will make 
the LorcPs fupper fweet.- O covenanted fouls, yoo 

•^ can come to this holy table, as to a precious feaft 
provided for yc^u ; youxan come as God's friends and 
iuvited guefts, and expe6l a kiiidly welcome from him: 
It is to you be faith, Eat^ friends ; drir*k, yea^ drink ' 
chundc^nlly, beltwedy Cant. v. i. This is yoifr Father's 
t^ble covered for ydU ; many prefume thither >vho 
have no right ; but you have no ground to queffion 
your right, nor doubt your welcorne : A communion- 
day may be a pleafant day to you, and you may re- 
joice at the intimation and approach of it, and look on 
it as ia fbretafle of heaven^ and a pledge of your eternal 
communion with God. 

^dly. This <ovenant-relation will fvi'eeten your 
thoughts of God's works,» both of creation and provi- 
dence. When you walk thro' the fields, you may fay, 
I walk on my Father's footllool, which he hath given 
me to fojoursi upon while I am here below. ^Wheu 
you view the ffa:u<^ure of the heaveps, you may fay, 
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Behold my Father's palace, where he d\vclls, and 
where I will dwell with him ere long j If the ftoot 
and pavement of it be fo glorious, what muft its roof, 
walls, gates, and furniture be ? Yet it is my home and^ 
dwelling-place, prepared by Chrift my forerunner. 
When you confider the difpcnfations^ jprovidence, 
and God's various dealings towards you, you may fay, 
Ho^ ^eat p^s is he at with me to promote my 
wfclfare, and prepare me for heaven ? Tho' difpenfa- 
tions be fomctimes myfterious now, yet how wife and 
beautiful will the whole fcheme of providence con»- 
jpeniing me appear in. the ilTue ? 

4thlyy It will fweeten all your outward mercies: 
Why ? you may receive them as love-tokens from 
heaven,, and pledges of God's fatherly good-will to 
you in C^irift. Art thou raifed from a nck-bed, or 
delivered from any trouble ? you may fay of it as 
Hezekiah did, Ifa. xxxviii. 17. Thou haft in hue to my 
fifil, deliuered it from the fit of corruption. Again, 
every meal of meat, or morfel of bread thou eateft, 
may be doubly fweet to you ; for it is the fruit o^ 
Chrift's purchafe ; it is dipt in his bloody and coq^.es 
Aro' the coveiiant^hannel to thy hand : Thou m'ayft 
fpy covenant-love in every common mercy; thou 
tnjoyeft it not as* a creature^ but as an heir: Thy 
Father iends it from his own tablfc to thee, as an 
tamefl; erf greater and better things laid up for thee 
hereafter. iTiat i«^ord belongs to thee, which w^ 
have in Eccl, ix. % Go thy way, eat thy kread with joy, 
^d drink thy wine with a merry heart ; for Cod noun 
^cepteih thy works. ^ 

Laftly, Tlu& covenant- rdationt<vGod is our greateft 
haj^pinefs, in regard of the fure and mdiiToluble nature 
rf It, i(a. liv. 10. Mutable creatures alter their pur- 
poles, and break their leagues and covenants which 
they made ; but God wiU never break Us covenant of 
grace with his pcopl^. . A covenant with rAatioH' 
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may be diffolved, 3s7with the people of the Jews, 
becaufe it is not built on the eternal purpo/e of God, 
to put hib fear m their hearts ; but it hath a relped 
to their obedience. But liis covenant widi the eled 
is indiiToluble, Teeing it depends on God's eternal pur- 
pofe, to make them perfevere in his ways. The 
covenant of grace doth not run thus, ' I willie their 
God, if they will be njy people / but, I will be ihetr 
COD, and theyjhall be my People,' He puts a condition 
indeed Jn his covenant of grace ; but he has refolved 
and decreed from et§mity> to work that condition in 
tlieir hearts, Jer. xxxii. 40. / vAll make an ever lofting 
covenant with them^ that I iv ill not turn away from them 
to do them good ; hut Jf will put my fear in their hearts^ 
that they /hall not depa^rt from me. There we fee, that 
God is on both fides \n~ this covenant, he engages not 
Only for his own part, but for ours, that we fhall fear 
him, and iliall not depart from him. Hoyv^ happy 
then are believ^ers who are in covenant with God ! 
They are a happy people ; and nothing can deprive 
^them of their happipefs. Adultery may- diflblve the 
iTKarriage-cbvenant among men, but not fo here ; for 
Got^ iaith to his covenanted j^eople, /^ Thou haft play- 
** ed ilie harlot with many lovers, yet reti^rn agam 
'^ unto tae : Turn ye backfliding children, faith the 
*' I-^rd; f c«: I am married unto you," Jer. iii. 1.— 14. 
Again, death cannot diflblve tliis covenant^reJation, as 
it doth among men ; but brings us the nearer to our 
covenanted Ood ;^ So that a covenanted foul, when 
he finds death begin to uiTault his clay tabernacle, Kc 
may even rejoice, and fmg with the Pfalmitt, Pfal. 
bisdii. 26. " Mf flelh and my heart faileth, but God 
'* is the ftrength W^ my heart, and my portion for 
•^ ever/' What tho* jny-eye and heart-firings be 
ready to break, and tlie xlamp of ray life be like a 
candle burnt to the focket>, and near the going out j 
yet ftUl God is my God, and portion f®r ever. Thus 
CHleviaji; a dying faijat^ copiforted hiinfelf, ^' My heaf- 
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*' ing is gone, my duelling is gone, and my fight is 
'* going : my fpeech and feeling are almoft gonq j 
" but the loving.Jiihdaefs of God is ftill the fame, and 
^^ will never diipait.from me '' . v . 

A P P L LC A T I N. 

V. 

'Ufel. Of Information. We may hence fee, i/?, 
How far miftaken the worl4 is about a believer's lot ; 
they many times reckon them poor and defpicable, and 
the ofF-fcouring of all things ; bnt certainly they are, 
of airperfons in tlie world, the wifeft ; for they make- 
^he wiieft choice, and the bed bargain : . Nay, they 
^re the richeft too, for all things are theirs ; tho' they, 
oft leem to the world to have nothing, 1 Cor, vi. 10. 
idly^ We may hence infer, that believers have no 
ground to envy the worldling of his portion, but rather 
^ pity him 5 for he hath no more than what i€ feenr 
oy 'all, and that but for a ihort time, Pfal. xvii:^ 14, 
l-«uke vi, 24. A cai'nal man may fay, This houlb, this 
^uate, this money is mihe y, but a Chriftian can fay, 
7^h Cod is fmne. And a covenanted God is more 
than ten thoufand kingdoms. , 

Ufe IL Of Terror, to thofe that are out of the 

hond of (his Covenant: For if the people be fo happy, 

'^'^ofeGodis the^Lordy how unhappy and miferable 

niiift they be, whofe God is not the Lord : Nay, ypiir 

^fe is unfpeakably fad and difnial : and Q I that God 

^oald fend a wakening word to all fuch, and fbisid 

^ alarm in your ears this day. 

'^ .j^^fiy You have neither art nor part in the God o£ 

^^^\j Eph. ii. 12. He ftands m no relation to you, 

^t that of Creator, and fb ilands he to the devils : 

^ut what comfort can they draw from that? " For he 

that made them, will not have mfercy on them, and 

^ that formed them, will fiiew them no'-favout,'' 

"l^y, You are under a covenant^ of works, and 

^der, its fearful curie imd i^^&atx for tbe breach 
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thereof. It is terrible ta be under fentence of death 
by an earthly judge, and to be looking every hour 
to be taken faith to the fcafFold : But your cafe is far 
worfe ; you are dooin'd to eternal death, and you may 
be looking every moment to be led forth to execution. 
When you awake in the morning, you may fay, Shall 
this be the day of my execution? ihall I be taken to 
the Icafibld of divine vengeance before night ? Every 
bead-ach or tick-heart, every pain or ftitcn in back or 
breafl, may put you to /ay. Is fhis the malfenger that 
the Judge is to fend to bring nie forth ? Sad is your 
cafe, O uncovenanted foul, you may deep and wake in 
continual fear : for you are ftill tottering on the brink 
of hell, and ridge of dcftrudion. O ! tremble then 
to ly down another night in this condition. In the 
name of God j I obteft you to awake from fleep, *^d 
find no rell for the fole of your foot, till, likje Noah's 
dove, ye come into the Ark of the Covenant. 

Ufe III. Of Examination. O communicants, try if 
ye be within this Covenant 5 remember if you be not, 
you have no right to the feals of it, no right to fit 
down at the Lord's Table. Let anian examine hhnfelf^ 
anifo let him eat : And examine yourfelves by tixefe 
marks. 

J/?, Know you any thing of a change of y6ur ftatc? 
Can you fay ? ^' Onte I wes a bond flave to Satan, 
*' and an enemy to God : once I loved (in, and hated 
^^ holinefs : but now God hath opened my eyes, and 
''-humbled my heart for fin, and made toe caft down 
*' the weapons of my rebellien at his feet ; once ^ 
^ was at peace without Chrift the Mediator ; but ^ 
'* now I fise nothing but fire and wrath out of him : 1 

once I thought little of fin ; biit now 1 fee it to be 

the moft black and bloody thing in the world :^' i 
Then this is a good fign. ^ • 1 

idly^ If you be in covenant with God, you will | 
certainly lore God with your hearts, and love the i 

^Vfediator' who brought y^ iata ^ Corenaat. Cas 
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ycm fay then with Peter, Lord; thou that, hnonueft all 
'things^ knoweft that I love thee P Lord, tho' I ( uinot. 
hear, pray^ praife, or communicate as I ought, yet 
thou knpw'eft I love thee j y^a,^ I love thee above all 
things. And tho' all the riches, honours, and plea- 
fibres of the v^^orld were in my offer or poireffion, and 
Chrift would fay. You muft either part with thefe, or. 
part wich^me; ; my heai't would anfwer, Lord, abide 
thou witH me, and let them all be gone. 

3^/7, Thefe that are in covenant with God, have 
certainly made choice of God, as their God, and por- 
tion. Can you fay you have done this, O doubting 
communicant? Tho' you cannot fay, that God hath 
cfaofen you, yet dotl^ your heart truly chufe him, 
pAnd are you refoived never to be fatisfied without 
"iin ? and whatever offers be made to you, yet you 
will be put off with nothing befides God. Ihen t|iis 
may give you comfort. 

Afhly^ Can you fay you have m^de a reflgnatlon of 
7ourIclves,.and of all you have to God, and you re- 
folve to renew it again this night in fecret, and to- 
-Qiorrow before men and angels ? Then it is a token 
for good. It may be, doubting foul, thou art afraid 
^ fay, Lord, thou art my God ; but canft thou venture- 
to fay <« Lord, I am thine, I refolve to be thine, and' 

thitie only ; I will not be mine own, I .will not be 
* the devjs, I will not be the world's, I will not be 

^y lull's ; Lord I am fefolved to be itone's b\it 
^nine.^* Well, let this comfort yqu. when other 
^arks cannot. For if once you come the length to 
^^rlhrd, lam thine ; you may fay in the^ nj^t place, 
^'V, thou art mine; for the relation is always recipe 
focal: And this is the reafoning of the ipoui^, 
^ant. vi,- 3. I am my beloved^ s, and my beloved is mine* 

S^hly, Are you mightily pleafed v,ith the contrive- 
^eut and defign of this covenant, which Js to debafe 
*^tf, and exalt free grace ? And would ■ you dcfire 
beaven, tho' it were for uo more, but to ftand eternal 
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Aw powers and faculties ; your bodies with aH their 
irnfes and members; and all your enjoyments tem- 
poral and {piritual> to be employed for God atid his 

^ btMiour, and to%>be entirely dialed of for his fervice' 

: 4pidglctty. 

' Al^fy* Solemn engagement. You muft refolvc and 

; engage, in flie ftrengA of Chrift your Surety, to live 

wholly to your covenanted God, and walk with him 

^ in newnefs of life, pcrfonri eveiy duty he commands, 

) fiiiPer patiently what he inflifts, watch againft every 

fin he forbids, arid manfully fight againft his enemies. 

Thus be aiming at your ^uty, and layyourf^lves in the 

Sprit* J^ way , -and who knows but God will pity and^ 

u help you, honeftly to take hold of his covenant, and 

' alfo himfelf fay Amen to the bargain. The Lord 

blefs.his word. Amen, 

& E R M 6 N IIL 

A Preparation Sermon before the Communion. 

The right Improvement of the Day 

of Grace. s 






HiB. iii. 7, 8^ 

Vhercfbrey as the Hofy Ghft faith^ Tq day, if ye ^IH 
hear his voice, harden mt yout keat'U as in thB 

IN diis chapter, the apoftle doth difplay fomcthin'^ 
of the Mediator's gJofy and excellency 5" he &ewi 
that he is far prcfer^le to Mofes^ ^ much as t 
builder of the houfe is greater than the houie ; ai. 

S 
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iea/bn, you have plenty of minifters, plenty, of feruions^ 
iacrainents, fokmn calls, fre# offers, faithful warnings^ 
;. earneil intreaties, aud powerful perfuafions, and none, 
to make you afraid* It, is prophefied of tlie gofpel- 
t« times, Pial. Ixviii. ji. That ihe Lord /hall give the 
; 'ojord, and gjcat /ball he the company of iJycm that 
\ pihl'ijh it: Now you have many faithful labourers j' 
I in every parifh you have fuch as publilh the word, 
and preach the g;lad tidings of reconciliation.: Many a 
I time have you'Chrill crucified f^t forth before your 
1 eyes in die Lord'b Supper; and again, the Lord » to 
I give you in this place a new occafionforit- Thefe 
[ are precious feafbns, which our fathers fometimes 
i would have prized at a high rate ; when they were * 
I put to. leek their fpiritual bread with the peril of their 
( fives, hecaufe of the fviord tn the vnldemefs. The— 
|f Lord hat{i made his arm bare in behalf of the gofpei : 
He hath difabled its enemies, fettled the* ark iii its 
^lacc, and ftill continues plenty of pure ordinances,, 
maugre all the contrivances and attempts of enemies. 
ft)r.Sieir opprelfion. O! for hearts to value and*^im- 
grove fuch precious opportunities. ,, • 

IV. A- time when God gives a people providential 
warnings, to awaken and excite thcra to attcad his^ 
Word and oidinances, is a feafon to be improven, 
God^ath oft threatned us with a. bloody fword ; and 
now he is threatning us i^'ith the. approaching of the 
peftilence.; that waiting ftroke that lays heaps upon 
heaps, makes death to ride in -triumph thro' the ftreetSr 
Many warnings of approaching judgments have we 
formerly mifimproven ; and therefore, God may com^ 
upon us unawares, and furprize us with his judgments- 
without warning*. Well,.wlule 0od is taking pains 
on usy and giving us^ warning at a. diftancc, let us 
improve the feafon by. hearkening io»Chrift's voice in 
the goipelt Let us be moved, with fear, ^like Noah] 
and provide an ark for thcfaving ^our fouls, befort 
the-floud of wrath app|-oach. Way^ blefled be Ga 
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fcch' a thing as the Spirit of God, his ftriving with the 

Ibearis and cohfcicnces of hf arers, in and by the word, 

Cen. VI. 3. And when ke thus ftrives, it makes an 

ciFeAual door^ and a fpccial fealbn of falvation. When 

the* Spirit moves the waters of tlie landuary, people 

fliould not negleft then to flep in, and -be healed, 

• Take heed you do not flight the ftrivings of God^$ 

Spirit with you, in any ineafurc, left you provoke 

\ God to pafs fuch a dreadfol fcntcncc againfl: y«u, a$ 

I that Gen., vi. 3. My Spirit Jh all no hnger Jirive with 

\ you. And if you lofe the precious fcafon ~oi' tlie Spirit's 

[ ftriving, you perhips will never recover it again. 

^ Ql^^J^' When is it that the Spirit of God ftrivei 

1^ with finncrs, in and by the gofpcl ? 

N Anf i/?, When he opens the eyes, and gives tha 

f man a dilcovery of his linful and niiferable Ibte by 

. nature, and of the evil, hainoufnefs ard danger of his 

: fins ; and' (b rivets and faliens convidion on tlie heart 

[ and confcience, that the arrows of the tjhreamings da 

%ck, and the man is brought to thoughtfulncfs anil 

anxiety about his future ftaie ; and hence is made to 

[ <^'y, What /hall I do t$ hefaved? O ! that is a feafon 

which ought to be carefully improven. 

idly^^ The Spirit ftrive^, by making a man wholly 
diflatisfied with his prefent (late, and all his earthly 
enjoyments^ as long as fie is in^the dark about his IbuP^ 
felvation. Tlio' he may be in outward profperity, he 
fays, Jll thefe things avail me nothing y while I am ready 
sto be fwallowcd up by the wrath of God for (in ; furely 
\ tliere is no fiving, no> abiding in this ftate I am in. I 
I am ihut up iu the prifon of unbelief, and the houfc is.^ 
all on fire about my ears. I muft break prifon, and 
iQaive niy efcape, other wife I am luvdone for ever. 

'^dly^ By making tlie man defpair of help and deli- 
verance by any thing in himfeif. Oh, faith he, I am ; 
^ poor, miierable helplefs creature ! Neither my doing, 
^ nor fniFering, can irt^ me from wrath. I know no 
•Qiirfe, noi' conu*ivance of my own that can reliev 
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leather is good and dry, and food may be had. Se 
that \vc fee the brutes and (Illy inCet^s obferve their 
fealbns. But, alus ! niany men neglecl and forget 
theirs : thev let their funimer and harvell-<Jays pafs, 
without making any proviiion for eternity. Oh i how 
njany*among us may take up that fad lamentation, 
Jer. viii. 20. Ottr hin>eft is ^^{/?, our funrmer is enM^ 
end -we ai e not faroed ! O that we i:ouId *weep over 
many, as Chrift did over Jerufilcinj for loling their 
day of grac e ! . . , 

Quejt. Who are the(e that thus lofe -their day 
of grace? # '. 

Anf, It is hard to be very particular on this head; 
I fhall only ,givc fouie general charat5ler!^ oi (\^ 
perfons. , - s, ' - » ' ■ 

\Ji, Thefe who have fat many years under pafiff 
and powerful ordinances, and were never' affefted 
thereby ; but (liil remain dead and bardned under the. 
moft awakening calls and plaineft reproofs. Thcfe 
feem to be given over to ruin, Pro^: xxix. i ; ^/ He 
*^ that being often reproved, hai'dneth his neck, ffiaJl 
*' be fuddenly defh-oyed, and that without remedy.** 
idlyiy Thefe who have had many iccret motiov.& 
and operati©ns of the Spirit on their fouls, to no tStd.\ 
toany purpofes and refolutions to good, and all cvaniih- 
€d ; tnany of the Spirit's flriviiigs, and all reiiftcd: 
Thefe are likely to be given over, Ezek. xxiv. 43* 
^* Becaiife I have purged thee, and thou wait not 
** purged, thoii ihalt hot be piirged from thy filthw- 
•^ ncfs any more, till I have caufed my fuiy 10 re/i 
upon thee.'^ When God's Spirit offered to clean fe 
tat people from their fin, they, like Lot's wife, li^ 
anker'd after it, -and would not part therewith. 

^dlyy Thefe wh» have gt*eatiy grieved tlie SninC 
f God, by venturing on- fin againfl tiie light of their 
»nfciences, and the Spirit's iliotions, and fa are turfl'd 
^i^ol and refoluce .in finning : fuch have the ^cop* 
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kneesy and befeech^s the kinff to let him know where- 
in he had ofiFended him. *^ O brother, (anfwered the 
f^ king) you neyer offewdTccI me, but loved me : And 
'^ (faid he) is the fight of an- earthly cxecutionct fo 
^' terrible to thee ; and l!iall not I, who am fo great 
^^ afinner, fear much more to be brought to the 
-^^ judgment- feat of an angry God?" What (oul cad 
think on tins' without ten:pr, that hath not hcarkned 
io Chrift*s voice in the gofpel? 

Ill- If you do not hearken to phrift's voic« in the 
gofpel, it had been better for you Ujcvcr to have heafd 
the gofpel at. all : for your guilt is dreadfully aggra- 
vated hereby, and your mifcry will be the great^i?, 
both^here and hereafter. W» may gather this from 
Rev. vi. where after the white horfe, (i. e. Chrift 
with the gofpel uegle<fled) comes the red borfe of war, 
the black horfe of famine, and the pale horfe of pefti- 
lence. Negle^ling to hear Chrift in the gofpel ufliers 
in all outward miftries like a' flood. Jen vi. 8. '* Be 
^^ thou in{lru(9:ed, O Jcrufalem, left my foul depart 
*^ from thee, left I make thee defqlatc, a land not in* 
'* habited.'' Then agiin, how fad will your cafe be 
at a tribunal, and tliro' all eternity ? The devils, the 
Turks, the heathens, and your own^confciences, y^iSX 
Jbittcrly upbraid you in hell, for refufing to hezir 
Chris's voice in ths golpel. 

Iv .. Chrift will not hear yojir crie^ m tjie tiine of 
mifiry, if yoi| negl^iS: his voice in the tinic of mercy. 
Prov. i. 24, ^5, 26. Now Chi-ift'^ voice is fweet, 
andlfull of mercy, but-remember, O -gofpel- flightersj 
' the time is at hand, when you will hear Chrift fpeak- 
iiig in another tone ; no more open to mc^ and hearken 
to my voice ^ poor ibul : but depart from me, ye curfei^ 
hto. everlafiingfire, 6c; 

^^ V. This may be the laft feaion you will hcairChrifl's 
voke {peaking to you * this may be the laft Communion 
and the' laft call that Chrift intends to give yoii. - This 

' • . U 
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may be the laft day of grace, and th^ laft time' that his i 
Spirit will ftrive with you. If you flop ypur car, or \ 
haijden your heart this? day, there raay follow an eter- 
nal dead filence, and God^ Spirit never ftrivc any 
more with ypii, and fo your day of grace is loft, and 

^. yol^' foul loft for ever. O young folk, what fay ye 
.to it? A feafon of youth is an acceptcii time> ^d a 
day of falvation : for the Lord's fake do not lofe it. 
You have now plenty of fermons, facraments,, and 
gofpel offers ; you h^ve Chrift Icrucifiec^ fet before 
your eyes to affedt your hearts, and bring you to a i 
compliance^ with his calls. ^ You bave al(o loud warn- 
ings this jday from God's prb\'idcnce, and (I hope) 
fome of you the inwrfd' workings of God^s Spirit oh , 
yc/ur confciences/ concurring with theft outward 
means. Well then, give kindly entertainment to 
Chrift's.yoicc in this feafon of grace; while he yet 

' ftands befeeching you, coiije hearken to his voice, and 
"accept of him for your lSurej;y ; enter into covenant j 
with him this night, and come to his table j and' feal it. ! 
to-morrow. O finner, turn ypnr back on ihe <ievit 
leave your fins, and ftop your courfe, and come ^nd 

Mbe^econciled to God thro*. this peace-m?Jser, wfio'xs 
ftariding waiting to be" employed. Wdl, what'an^'^^ 
fliall I caiTy back to my Matter, tliat fent mV to dc^ 
with j*ou for this end? Shalt I go and'^compbiIl• 
.**^ Lord, They ^rc a company of obftinate, iinners j 
thou'fent?ft nie to j I intreated the^ii to Hearken to 
thy voice, and leave their fins ; but there was rxo c6n- 
c^rn, no fear,' no fenfe of fui among therti. '^^^A 
been to preach to^beafts, flocks, or ftones, .they wol^ 
.have been ss much moved as they. Alas ! f ^^^ 

; fpent-my ftrength in vain, my voice and lungs W 
nought^ I. thought thy ftvcetintrcaties and chamijng 

voice would have fneited their hearts, but neither 

comforts' nor terrors 'had any eiFe(^.*' 
^Or' Oiall I ^hdve ground to fay ? " r.ord,. I ha^'C 
"^ered ' finners a Redcen^er, and .entreated them to 
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^lofe with him. Though they ftood long out againft 
ti^ threatnings, y.et.whei^ they heard thy entreaties,' 
tjbeir hearts began to reknt, fome b^an ti> Cgh^' 
others to weep, others to long after Qirift; and I", 
hope they are. gone home to mJce a perfornal covenant 
with, him this night, and fincerely defigii to return, . 
and .feal it to-mlrrow/^ "God grant this may b^. the 
event. Amen. ,: 

■'-'■• 

.S E R.IM O N' IV: ' 

A Sermon, after the CoMMtrNiON. - 

r ■ . ^ ' 

^ T"e; Bclievcr*is Dignity iivbcing, an Heir 

of God. 

Gal. iv, 7. 

WhcrefoKe^ ihou'art no more afervant, hut a fon, arid 
}f afmf then m kir rjf Cod through CMJL ' 

IN this chapter the ^poftle doth Ijold forth the ' ' 
happy ftatc o^ belie vixig Gentiles under. New- * 
Teftnment'tinies; 'that it is ever preferable to that 
<tf the believing Je va-^s under the Old Teftarnent* 
Ihe JewWi church he compares to a, child in minorityj^ 
that is under tutors and governors, and is acquaintecf ' 
.only witk the firft rudiments of religion j ai^d likewife ^ 
to t!ie fw-te of a fervant, that is XtiU kept under fub; 




/•' 
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But our biefled Lord Jefiis, by his coffiiiag into die j 
world, hath broke off that ^oke from his pebf^'s 

. necks, and hath brought them under a more Spiritual 

-and agreeable diipenfation ; yea, he hath fent forth 
hisr Spirit itStcvtheir hearts. ' Upon which account thtf 
apoftle concludes them t6 be happy, yea, evc^ child- 
ren of Gpd, Wberefvt thou art no mort a/erv0nt, <Sr<r. 

In the text we have the happy ftate nf the believ- 
ing Galatians briefly reprefcntcd. i/?. Negatively^ 
.Thcut-irt m more a^rvunf; i. e. no more in a ftate of. 
fervile fubjcffion to the law, and to the Mofaic rites 
and obfcrvations. idly, Paftipelyy Thou, art ekfml 
i. e. Thou haft attained to a more excellent ftate d 
liberty, like to that of ftns who haVe come to ripe age; 

^ He means not that believers under Ae Old Tcftamcnt 
had not that privilege of being children of God ; no, 
believer* then were really fbns, b\jt kept ii^ ftdi a 
(late, and trained up tinder fuch harflidifeiiJine, that 
thcj^ feemed m<H*e like fervants than iaas. But (feith 
he) to you believers under theNew Teiflamcnt the ' 
difcipline is changed; and you have attained to more 
honourable fon-HiC tl^atraent.: 3^/y, We have an 
inference from tJiU privilege of fon-lhip, Aniif af^h 
then (nn heir of God through Chrtji, Aihong men only 
the cideft fon is heir, but all God's childrea are heirs. 
In which ^c have two tilings, }Jf, The high dignity 

~ and prcftrmerit of Gcd^s cliildren 5 thty ar^ heirs.of 
God, i c. They have a free right and title to et^rn^- 
life, and all the gifts and bienliigs of God ; yea, to 
the infinite God himfelf, who is the believer*s chief 
good and portion, idly. The way of obtaining this 
dignity and hajipincfs, through Ghrift, and the merit of 

' his blood :^ He is GLod's eternal Son, and heir of all 
things, and being ©ur furety, he, by his obedience 
and fufferings, hath purchafed a title 10 believers, 
to be .God's fons by acloption,. and joint heirs vith 
^m of the heavenly inheritance : He is 6ur elder 
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brofh^^ c{nd is not afhamed U call us brethren* The 




le privileges of believers under t;he New 
Teitament, do exceed thefe who lived un^er th^ Old. 
'ipie legal ftate was more fcrvile, but the goipcl ftate 
\ i§ more filial. ,. . 

II. That tho' pod hath one Son only by eternal 
generation, viz bur Lord Jelus Chrift r yet he hatir 
many fons by grace and adaption, viz. Believers. 

III. Thxi thefe who ha\^e the Spirit of God dwel* 
, ling in their hearts, and exciting them to prayer, have 
■ a good GAddence of their foa-lliip, and ifilial relation to 

God. Tills is elearrfi'om the connection of this verft 

i, with xhz preceeding 
. IV. Ths docteie that I am to infift on at this 
tt'ne, is, That ii is the grisat honour and privilege of 

!' all true believer f, to he the children and he}rs of Cod 

rthro" Jefus Chrifl. 

[ This is confirmed from 'that parallel text, Rom..- 

i viii. 16, 17. 
. The methi^d for handling this fubjeft, fhall Ke, 
(i.) To ehcjuire in what ftnfe believers are the chil- 
dren of God. (2.) In what refpecl they ^? Called 

\ ?^irs. (j.) What is the hjeriti'ge they are ihtitlcd to. 

I (4.) How k is they attain to this privilege. (5.) To 
flfcw the wonderful free -grace of Gpcl, in granting 

• foch' a glorious privilege to believers, as to be his 

' children and heirs. (6 . ) ' Make ^ improvement , of 
the »whole, > . 

I. As to the firft, In what fenfe believers arc, 
tlw cliildrcn of God. . ' L/ . 

I/?, Negatively y It is not to be , meant here, t](iat 
they are his children, only, ( i .) In refped of creation, 
for C> all men are God's childreft, Mat it. 10. Have 
w rot all ont Father? Hath mt one God created us ? 
%^^ believej^s no further intereft in God than this^ 
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they n^oald have but little comfort ; for in this fen(e 
God is alfo Father to the devils and wicked men, for 
he made them ; but he that made them wiU not have 
mercy on them, and he that formed ihcm ivUl fhevj them 
no favour. Mor (2.) Is it to be 'meant, tliat they are 
his children only by providence ; for Co he is to all, 
Deut. xxxii. 6. Is he^ot thy Fathfr that hcught theeP 
i. c. hath i-edeemed thee fro n flav^;-y, and conferred 
great blcfllngs on thee. Nor (3.) Is it to be under- 
flood of their being his children by profeflion, or ex- 
ternal coyenant-engagerateii rs ; for" fo all the members 
of the vifible church are, Tfa. i. z, 

2^/y, Pofiiwelyy Believers are the children of X3od, 
by way of fpecial grace, and that in. thefe feverai 
refpe^ts, ^ i ) In refpeft of ele^mty God has chofeii 
and predeftinated them from eternity to be his child* 
ren and heirs^ upon whom he will entail the kingdom - 
of heaven, Eph. 1. 5. Jam. ii. 5* (2.) In refpe^l of 
regenerat'iony'ht dignifi<^s them with a new birth, work- 
ing a gracious change upon them, infufjng ii\ them a 
fupeniatural y-rinaple of holinefs, .whepeby they be- 
come like their heavenly Father, and fo they ai'e feid 
to be begotten and horn of God ^ Jam.L 18. 1 John iii^p. 
"(sO They are his children by adoption; which is an. 
a^ of God's free grace, whereby he afTumes tfiofe into 
the number of his children, who were not fo naturally, 
but were ftrangers and aliens: Yea,' he takes thefe. 
who were enemies, ^and of the family of hell, int6 the 
family of heaven ; and gracioufiy entitles them to all 
Ae advantages, dignities and privileges of children, 
'As for inftance, i//, He educates, brings them up^ 
and makes provifion for them, as for foiis, Ifa. xlvi. 3* 
Matth. vi. 3a. Pfal. bcxxiv. 11, a^/y, He allows, 
thera a fliare in his fatherly love and comBaffion, to- 
gether with- the proteftion and attendance of /bns, 
Jer. xxjci, 2Q. Heb. i. 14. 3^/y, He frees them from 
a (ervile ftate, or any bafe^and drudgery work, and 

^ues them with a free fpirit^^Ilom. viii. ly 
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: Athiy, They hive the chaftKement of Tons, which is 
• moft needful, Deut. viii. 5* Heb. xii: 6, 7, 8.-^ — 
S/hly, He allo.vs them free accefs to, and a filial con- 
fidence with him in prayer ; hence in the vgrfc pre-, 
ceeding my text, the apoftlc faith, " "Becaare ye are 
" fans, God. hath fenc forth the Spirit of his Son into 
'* your hearts crying, Abba, Father." Anci-Lo/Z/y, 
He entitles them to the inheritance of fons, as in the 
: te^tt. If fins, then h^rs ff God, And this leads to, 
^ II. The fecond head, viz. In what re/pe^ believers^' 

^arc called heirs. And for the better illuib-ation here- 
of, I Ihall fhew wherein, temporal and fpiritual heirs 
^ do agree, and wherein they differ. 
[ I.- They agree, arid referhble one another ixi 

r -thele -things : • 

f * - 1/?, Hfe that is an heir .of an eftate, hatb his title 
freely conveyed to him : he pay? not for it,, becaufe 
he has it by birth.. So believers, who are {piritual 
heirs, have ,the title to their inheritance freely ; and 
[ as they have nothing to pay for it, fo it is given to 
r them without money ^ and without price. And tho* 
[' they have not a title to it by their natural birth, yet 
^ by their new birth^they become the fons of God, and 
-' heirs of heaven'. 

J3.dly, They who are rightful heirs of an eftate,, have 
the fureft title of ai^ other, becaufe it is built upon 
nature : A father may frown upon his fon and heir ^ 
for his faults, but doth not eafily difinherit him; nor 
will he turn him out of doors as he doth a fervant for 
his offence. So believers who are God's adopted 
children and heirs, have a moft iure title to the 
heavenly inheritance. Tho' God may chaftife them, 
yet he will not dttinhcrit them; ■Pfal. Ixxxix, 32,33,34. 
'* I will vifit thdr tranfgr.eflions with the rod ; ■ * - 
" fileverthclefs my loving-kindrtefs I will not take 
" utterly from him. — My covenant will I not^treak, 
^ . ** noil alter the thing that is gone, out of myji]^.*^— • 

. Oui" titk to the iahcritance by the' fecond c^venan^- 
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is far furer than At?am's was by the fii*ft ; for whe;fl 
he oJended, Qod treated him a& a fervant, and turned 
him out of doors : But- the believer \vho is becoriie a 
cliild and heir by Jeibs thrift, is better fecqred by the 
fiicond covenant ; fdr he bath not only God's word, d 
God's writj and GoJ^s oath to conflriii it, but he hath 
the Mediator's Wood fealinghischai-ter, and an eameft 
of the inheritance already given him, viz. God's Spirit 
put into Iris heart, 2 Cor. \. 22. So. tijpt his riaht, 
and title is indefea-ible, and can never be ajtered, 

ylly^^Avi heir's title to an iiihievitancj? is i;^ ckoned 
Xiiore honourable dran his, who obtains, it another way. 
So the believer's title is ino:?''honour^b]e, being 'made 
heirs of God, and co-heirs with his own Sun Tefus 

-Chrift, Rom. viii-. i^. Chrift alone ts the natural Son, 
and hath the primary right to tlie inheritance, but 
believers by adoption, are affigned to a ihare. andinade 
co-heirs with hirn. §0 that Clirift and believers do, 
as it wdre, divide heaven betwir^t them..; they h<ive 
t)ie fame Father, d\^^eU in the^ fiime houfe, .fit^i: the 
feraue table, reign on the faiTjc throne,- partake of i;he 
fame glory.' p! what honour is this, which is put 

' on worms of the earth/. John xvii. 22, — 24. John 
XX. 17. Rev, iij. 2 i. Chrift indeed Being our elder- 
brother,- his xnhericance is double,^ and his power and 
glory is far greater than the glorified faints and angels, 
inforrmcb as he hatl), hy irweritance, obtained a mote, 
excellent ^name than they, Heb. i. .4. Eph. i. 22.' 

^thly, An heir, during his minority, hath not the 
aftual poireflion of his^inheritance, as being incapable 
to manage it, and therefore hath tutors and curators 
appointed him ; fo a believer, though an heir of 

Jbeaven, iiath not tlie pofTeflion of the inheritance, 
>yhile here. This life is the time of his minority, and 
Jefas Chrift and the^ Hply Spirit are his tutors and. 
curato;"s, until he arrive at ripe age, and the years of 
jhis majority,- when, he wilj be fully mvet fir the inhe*, 
ritancf of Jbe faints in li^kt ; jind then he enter* upoj^ 
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the immediate poffeflion of all that is promifed to him. 
^thty^ An heir of an eftate, though he want the 

' poifeflioii for a time, yet he. hath a prelent mainterrantc 
allowed him out of it, fuitable to his ftation and cir- 
eumftances ; fo believers, during their minority in this 

^ world, have a fuificient maintenance granted them, 
out of that great inheritance promifed to, and provid- 
ed for Aem. As for temporal things, they have a 
competency fecured to them while here ; Their bt^ad 
(hall he •givin them, and their water Jh all he fure. And 
for fpiriiual things, they Itall have as much grace, 
ftrength, comfort and joy, as will bc^r their charge.'*, 
until the time appointed come, Avhen they ihall enter 

. upon the full poffeflion of all. -^ ' 

6/^/j;, » An heir of^ a p-ood * eftate, may be fomewhat 
ftraitried-in hi$ eircumftances. for a time, becaufe of 
burdens on the eftate, or fome nealFary rcftrii^ons 
laid upon him; yet he comforts .himfelf with the 
hopes of a plentiful eftate ;^t length : So the heirs of 
promife may be under many ftraits and difficulties 

\ while here, under burdens of-corruption, fears of 
wrath, and hidings of God*^s face.' Th^ oft complam 
of little grace, weak faith^. languifliing dcfiri?§, and of 
faint^dtfcovcries of God and Cfcrift, and theinvifible 
things of the other world: Yet nevcrthelefs they , 
ftionld not murmur, but encourage themfelyes in the 
faithful promifC;^ and fure right they have obtained in 
Chrift ;-and be thankful, if as much be allowed them 
out of the inheritance, as will bear their charges to 
heaven, where tliey ihall be fupplied to the full, forget 
all their ftrair^, and remember the^* poverty no-more. 
ythly^ Aa heir, whatever' his prefcnt ftraits and 
circuiiiftauces be|^is a refpedful and honourable perfon ; 
aiiW they who know what he is born to, and what his 
esped:ations are, do put rcfped: upon him : fo believers 
however mean and ftraitned they be, during their 
tfHiiority in thfe world, are very honourable pcrfons, 
the excellent ones In the earthy and, in many refpe(3 

- - « 
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more excellent, thaq their neighbour ; they arc heirs 
6fagrea,t inheritance, and jUppQ this account, iiiQuJd 
be honoured by thefe among, whom they, hvje j JFor. 
the' ihey make no grp^t outward c'ppe.arance, at prefcr^t, 
yet, iq aJittle. they ihall be crowned with glory, ai^d \ 
honour. * , . 

II, Temporal and, (piritual heirs do.difFer hi th^ft 
' things-: ' ' 

' ijty Tejiiporal heirs, however rich tliey be, s«"^ 
cnly heirs of a corruptible fpotof cartb> but- believers 
are heirs of «in. inheritance tr\corn4plM^, ur\J ,tindtfiled^ 
u ind ihat fodsth not av^ayy, rtjlrved in heaven for them. 
'^vn And what is earth to heaven ? 

idly^ Many heirs, here on earth, never come to the 
•:|flqal poflelJion of their eflatts; for they may be 
fquandered a^vay, or loft by the. ill ipana^ement of 
tiicir parents or tutors \ or they may. Be taken from 
Uiem by oppreflipn or violci^ce-; and oftentimes death 
I conies and ihatches away the young heirs before they, 
atram to ripe age ; fo that they never w:in tp the 
pofTeflion. But heaven's heirs will all certainly ge^ 
I^ofleirion of their inheritance ; th^ir tutors will not, ' 
lole nor njiGnanage it to. them ; no enemy can ftlzc it, 
Uy violei^c^; northUfhreak ihvough mtdjkd, Anddeaib.. 
\Yill be. fo f^ from deprivii^g them of t;he ppfleflipn of, 
, thjcir inheritance, that it brings them to the ijnmediate. 
apd full fruition thereof, through a glorious eternity^ 
3^/)/, A temporal heir doth not f\jMy po§e6-tbe 
-. l^ritage till the father dies ; but the Ipiritual heir 
dpth pofieft it fuKy in his Father's life- time. Oiir 
eternal Fadicr lives for ever ; and ihis dotix not hinder 
the heirs po|re£i)g : What' a myftery i§ here! In 
tempera} heritages the father dies to give place to the 
fon : but here the Son dies to briiTg the ht'irs of ^ 
lieavtin t.o live and pofiefs with^the Fatijer. 

. ^ttjjy^^- W hen a temporal heir comes to the pofTelKon, 

he caii eiijv^y. the inhsricar.LC but a Ihort \\\i(\t ; fq^- 

'' rowfu cojncs.anugilpofiires him. But ihe in:i«i. 
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tual heir, when he gets polTcffion of his Inheritance, 

beGomes inmortal; and is for ever out of the reach 

of death. ' .-. 

./ . III. Theuhird head iti the method was, to fliew 

'\vhat the heritage is, which ^od^s children and heirs 

i are ^entitled tojvibreiy it is the -greateft and largell 

'- th^t - ever was : All thirlgs are yours ^ \ Cor. iii/ 2 1- 

- More particularly, - 

\- ij}^ The earth is ffieir ifiKeritance, Matth. v. 5. 
^though <:o:n!nonly ' they "poflefs little' of it, yet they 
:!iav^ a c(^eharit nght to rtiake ufe ofj the good crea- 
; furegji.'and the outward fupport and refrefhments of 
' life. The me a* of this world, though they haVe a 
\ g^Cteral providential ri^t to (uch things of the earth 
, as they poflefsjj'yet they have no covenant- title thereto, 
: as believers Have : Their enjoyments come not to 
\ t!}fc"T[ from' God as a loving Father, or as a God in 
: covenant with them, to promote their fouls gobd • 
I They have not the comfortable^and faniHlfied enjoy* 
r tntnt- of the creature ; no, this comes only to us in 
I 'Cfirift, and is a part of the bcliiyer's portion.. By 
I the' fali, vAdcKp and his poftfcrity were difinhepi ted, 
i they loll thrir^ covenant-right over the creatures, with 
^ the'fatidtified ufe thereof. But in Chrift, who is the 
i heir of all things, the title is renewed to believers, and 
t they becom* heirs of the world : and tVhatevcr 'part 
of it falls to then- Ihar^, they may look bq itas'a 
bleiling of the covenant, , a legacy from Ghrift, a part 
\ of his purchafe, fauL^ified fortheir life, -^^'d deiigned 
f, "for, their good. ' * , ^ 

^ ai/y,: Heaven, is their heritage, however poor they 
I "be in this world, yet they are heirs of the kino-dom 
whieh 'G6d . hath prOmlfeti to them; that lovelhim^ 
Jame^ ii^. '5. The heirs of this celeftial crown are like' 
J>rinces in di%uife, travelling in a foreign countiy : 
.ftrangers ehalt knpw them not, look only to their out-,, 
vvard^j^frnmce ; and are apt to think them poor and 
nEjiferabie ; btxt their hopes an J happinefs lye in things 
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I. ^fe of Information. This doarine' iaforms u* 
^ a? thefe things : , ^ . 

i^f Of the wonderFul lov8 and goodhefs of God, 
\ to poor deft finners Jb ChriftV he takes enemies into- . 
^^hisfemily, yea puts them among the children-: 'arid . 
not'^only doth ne gtofer the hohpwr of fon-lhip on . 
them, but alfo puts the nature of fons in them ; for 
$hey are fons by regeneration, as well las by adoption ; 
both thefearOt joined together, as is clear from John 
t 12? 13. To them that believe, he gaveptrjjer trhecome 

* /Ar Jbns ofCodp who were born not of the vflH ofmartp 

\ %dlyy That believers are of more noble and illuftri* 

* ops deftcnt than any others : they arc fons of <he 
^ mod high God. Some talk of their progenitors, and 
' value mem(elves on their hiffh extraft ;' So the Jews 
- vaunted that they were Abr5mam's feed, John vm. 33* 

But furely it is an Infinitely greater privilege to be ' 
aBfiohg thi Tons of God. David" thought it no fmaU^ 
honour to be ^N^n-in-law to the feiiig of Ifrael, i Sam< ' 
xviii' iS- Aiidlhatlany among ^u^ reckon it a* fmall 
rfiincr to be a Ion to the King of heaven-, . . 

3^, That God is an innnitely rich and bountifid 
leather, who makes all his, childreh heirs^ and that of 

; a. great and fplendid' inheritance : Thb' hit family be ".. 
numeerous, yet there is not' one' of them left unprovid* . 

: ed \ for he brings many fons to gloj^y, Heb. H. 16.^ 

II, Ufe of Examination; Let us all try what right 
, or claim we have to vthis honour'and privilege, of 

being the fons and heirs of God.' . _ 

t Try, O. communicants, if ye have the marks and ' 
characters of God's children: i/7. Have you cordi- 
ally made choice df God as your Tathei'ln Chrift, and 
dedicated yourfdves to him at this time, in aperpet- 
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^dly, Your he^ts and thoughts will be much £t%, 
upon your heritage above, for it is your treaftre, ana 
%were ymr treafun is] there 'mil your hearlhesalfo,^ 
Mat. vi. 21. What do ye moft think of, when ye* 
are alone.^ Nebuchadnezzar, when hie is alon^, thinks ' 
c«i his large territories, Dan. iv.'a9,,30« Is not this 
great Babylon, that I have built for the houfe of the* 
kingdoms^ Sec, So,^. if you be heii^S'ctf heaven, yipur 
ficarts will be running much thither,. 

4/%, In time of your difficulties and ftraits, ybtt 
willl)e^awing your comfort and encouragement frOni 
the large and goodly heritage, you are entitled to j 
arid like wife yoii will be loofing ^nd \\fait?ng When it 
will fall into your hands ; yea, you willbe ' iehdirigj 
jileflengcrs and fpies to. the land of pfomiie to fiu^ey 
it, and bring you good tilings ft'om tHence, foi'5rouf 
iupFkn-t while in the wikfernws : You will be feafting* 
and entertaining your (elves with the thoughts of yo^ur 
rich inheritance, and portion in Chrift, and groining 
within yburfelves, * " When Ihall I be with my Father* 
*' and elder Brother above? When ftiall my pilgrimage 
'^'be^ftiihcd, and the time of my minority expire, that 
y Lmay enter upon the poflclTion?" P».om. viii. ^3. 
If^e v)ho have the firfi fruits of the Spirit groan within 
oiir felines y vJdUingfor the adoptiort^ to wit ^ the redemptiort^ 
tfour bodier. ' 

_ 'i/iftiy^^ All' tbefe wild' are"' hell's 'of heaven do get 
the feal and earnfeft of the inherttiftice put in their 
hearts, viz. the Spirit of God, % Cor. i. 22. Eph.' \i 
13, 14. " After that ye believed, ye were fealed witlj 
** that holy Spirit of pr6mife, which is the earned of 
^* ovt inheritance, nntil the relJctnptidn of the pur- 
** chafed poflellion.^' As an earneft-penny fecures on^ 
right to a bargain, and is alio a part of it ) lb the 
fanftifying Spirit, or grace of God in the heart, is at 
pledge arul eameft of the glorious rol^ritance abovei 
C^CGfmmuuic^iits I have ye got this eameft in yoi»^ 
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Algsl many defiroy their uumbrt^il fouls/ by crucifying . 
their cbnviAiojis, . ^ , , - 

J\fhlyy Prcfently embrace the fweet gofpel-oifers 
^at are made to you; now is the day \vh?n the great 
•ftnimpet is blown,, that out-caft periffiing fuiner* may . 
come and accept of tlie gofpel-jubilee, li«. xxvii> 1 3. 
NoVr liBerty is proclaimed to the captives : Kow^ the 
' heirs of wrath may becOm^ heirs of glory: And what 
•way is th^t? even by dofmg witbGhirif^ in a marriage- 
cfl^venant'. Come marry the heir of all things, and 
you ihall be freed' from bondage, tfnd- heaven lhall.be 
your tlowry* Cbmr flee prefently oiU of the douiinion 
of the law, into the dominion of grace; and' .there the 
law's curfes fliall not reach ybiiw Accept of Jefus » 
Chrlft on the terms of grace, and you Ihall have a great 
heritage with him, an inh^ritancie that ftall laft ^or 
ever. Worldly heritages do notlaft; all your riches 
attid honours, profits and pleafures muft ihortly be 
buried with* you, they cannot accompany ydu into , 
another wx)rld :' But if you accept of Chriit as your 
Saviour and Surety, then the eternal God is your God, 
and .portion for c\'^er.' O l>cirs of wrath, -s^hat are 
your h(^artS laying ? Are yoii conteh t with this bargainf 
Aref you v^illing to lea vie Satan^s flavery, and become 
children and heirs of the great King ? .. j 

^ihlyy Remember that^ dreadful vengeance will ' 
ftortly feize upon them" that reftife fuch a glorious ' 
heritage: confider What is abiding you-, Pfal. sp. 6/ 
Snare's, fire, brmfione, and- an horrible iempeji /halt be 
the ^ot Hon of your ctcp. ; -'^ 

Ej^hort. ir. To thofe who^ are fons and heirs of* 
f3oA^ " I fhall Ipe^k^ in the foil place^ fome things to 
you all in general. ^ ' 

1/?, Has God, of his free mercy ahd'rich grace 
tnade you his fons and heirs, then be huffable, an 
remember what ycu once were. When God found 
you, you \Vere chiJdrefi of Vv fath, even as othc 
Fr^e love hath picked you -t>ut ivom among the aiti 






r Scr. IVj rnj^etng an Heir of God. 239 

i" fl»vl5djn<n^ dign ordinary kindneft to him. *' If j^ 
; '* were of the world, (faith Chrift) the World would 
f: ^' love hisi own : But becaufis ye are not of the world, 
f ^* but I have chlofen -you out of the world, therefore 
[>^ V the world hateth you/' John xvi. 19. But let this 
^J (oiace your minds, ye are heirs of God; and deirjy 
beloved ^of hi»nv 

-\^ldyy Live as children of God, and heirs of the 
^ kingdom^ $ walk worthy of your dignity, and behave. 
-^ notably ;o your charafter. You have the angel^^ 
■ vthefe- great ;o$cers of the crown^ and chief minifters 
/ of ftate, appointed' to wait on you conflantly while 
f. here befow;,.and you have a gl«rious expectation here- 
[ after. Shew forth then the greatnefi and noblenefs 
of your ipirits, by undervaluing mean and fordid 
t things. Let youi> fpceth and ajfiiops here lopk like the 
\ country to which you are going, di»t it may be faid 
\[ ,af you as of Gideon's ehildrwi, Judges viii. 18. Each 
[ ,«m? refcmbled the children of a king. The heirs of 
r earthly kings have .been obfervad to have had gene-. 
\ . rou§ and^nobje ffarit5,^:id have fcorned to intermeddle 
I' .with hale .and inferior mah^rsi It is 4t common ftory 
f . pf Alexander the Great, That when he was a little 
;•■ boy, and provoked to run 'a race with one of his in- 
[^ feriors, he iirft demurred, and then flatly refufed die 
; c;hailenge, faying, It did mt become the fm of a king t9 
^ * fuhmit to fo mean an^.undertaktffg, and contend with one 
L Jb far below him. The i>rave Ipirit of that princely 
^' youth may ihatue thefc Chriftians who are the adop- 
^ ted Xons of God, and heirs to a crown that jfhall never 
^ -fade; 3uid yet oftentimes- are found groveling on the 
[ xarth, lil^e the men of this world, and bufied about 
things v^ry far b€l,ow them. Let the .heirs of heaven 
maintain a holy contempt of the world,^ancl r.ie things 
i:h?reof*K Let them fet their f«fet on thefe things on 
^hich workflings fet their hearts ; and reckon them- 
felves richer amd happier in their relation to God and 
the kbgdom above, than any g^acele& monarch th^ 
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ever wore an earthly crown. Shall earthly meh^makc 
luch a noife in the world^ and thijFilMiooe -coH^arable 
to them, bccaufe forfooth tlieif h^ap (rf dung is (bme 
bigger th^m thc.ii» neighbours? (for lb Paul eftcems 
$he world) and will the children i>f the Kin|g<rf heaven, 
afii/kom the ivorld is not ivorthj., JHeb. xi.- 38. be (b 
low and mean-fpiiited, as to be amufed and dazzled 
with the \vorld*s vanities^: who yet have God -for 
their portion, Chrift for their huibafidy heav6i>fQr 
tlieir home, and glory for their treafurei , . 

^ihly^ hex the heirs of heaven be mutuaJly concern* 
cd in one another -^ let them lympathlze, tQgether, 
when any -of them is in trouble, and alfo rejmce iii one 
another's welfare. And when the time cpmeth^tbat ' 
they arrive at full age, and arc takei^ up to the paffcC- 
fion of their inheritance, (though they be your, near i 
relations) do. not. quarrel God's providence, or Qio»m ■ 
^f ihoft that have na hope t or carry, a^ if you judged | 
'their happinefs : but chparfuUy {bbmit to your Father's 
will, and rejoice in their preferment ; for the /' day rf 
** their death is better than the day of their hirdi,'' 
• 6thlyy Be earneft in prayer, that God may isaife up 
jnany young heirs to fupply the room of thofe that he j 
is, taking home* Let the heirs of» God be never fo - 
much increaftd, God*$ children will not envy their \ 
.number, but greatly rejoice thereiii; feeing the in- 
heritance is valt and infinitely fatisfying to both men 
and angels: and our heavenly Father is highly glori* i 
fied in the multitude of his children. And, ictftty^ 
When hdrs are brought »fnto the family, carry sdSec« 
Vionately to them; b^ kind to young heir?,- efpecially 
during the time of their non-age and want of experi- 
ence; be for eyes to the blind, and feet ta^tht lame^ and 
great fbutl be your reward in heaven. 

In the next place^ I l]iall fay fomethir^ mdre parti- 
cularly^ to thofe who were at their Father's tabic 
yeflerday, of whom I prcHraac there have bcen^ and 
^rc fcverallorti. . ,. 
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I. There may be fomc (I hope) that have ground 
to fay, That they came to their Pother's table, and 
he fmiled on them, and dealt bouhtifuUy with them. 
To fiidi I'fliall fay thefc few things: .1/?, Wonder at 
the tiOrd^s kindnefs, and blefs his name with your 
whole fbqls, for his diftinguilhing favour* to you, who 
were by nature enemies of God, and children of Satan, 
zdly^ Hold faft and improve carefully what you have 
got, and let not Satan rob you of it. 3^, Sympa- 
mize with other children of the family, that have not 
won your length, but perhaps are under great difcou- 
ragements ; mind theif eaj^, and ipeak a go6d word 
for them, while you are ravourites of heaven. 
/ II. In the next place, I Ihall fpeak'to thofe heirs 
of hcaveo,'who, notwithftanding of their being at ijie 
table, remain full of doubts, and feat s, and arc very 
apprehenfive that God has not yet put them among 
the children, '^nor givc» tliem a right '^ to the heir'3 
portion/ Well, what is the ground of your doubting? 
I. O, faith one, 1 fcarce feel -^he working of the 
fan&ifying Spirit of God in my foul, which is the 
common earneft or pledge (>f the inheritance, chat 
,God ufeth to give to his heirs while here. Anpiver. 
Though grace be weak in you, you rauft not defpife 
the* day offnull things^ or 6y you have nane.aj; all : 
Nay,.ble(s God if thou canft fpy any fparkof grac€ 
in ^Tiy heart ^t all, and pray that God may chsiiih it.' 
A man that gets an earnefl: of a good bargain, is not 
much difcouragtd whether it be a greater or ItpaUer 
inece rf money, a fixpence, or half a crown, for he 
thinks the leail piece is a fuffijient earneft or pledcre 
from an honeft man; of his bargain ; and he is cafy, 
feebg he knows he has to do with one that- is faithful/ 
and will nor go back of his word : Indeed he might 
be drfcouraged, if tliat which he got were not an 
earneft- penny : But there is a great cSifl^ence betwixt- 
a piece of money that i^ given in gratitude, and that 
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.which Is given only in eameftj as a pledge of a far 
greater fum, or of a very rich bargain. O heir df 
heaven, remember this, the fmall degree of ^ace thou 
haft, is given only as aji e.arneft of more gracfe, y^a, 
of eterqad glory itfelf. ^ 

ai/y, Another may be faying, Ahl but I want that 
love to God, that a child Ihoiild have to fiis father. 
j4nf. \Jty Jt is good thou art fenfible of it, and that 
tUou knoweft thy wants, ^dlyi Canfl: thou fay, it is 
thy greateft grief, thou iiafi p/ot more love to thy 
Feather ;. yea, that thou wouldfl give a world, if thou 
wafttmafter of it, for more heart-lcve to hirh ? Tfaen 
tsjke comfort, for there is fmcerity of love to God in 
thy heart. ^ 

grf/y, AnotheB may fay, I have riot the fpjrit of 
prayer, wliichCTjod ufeth to bcftow on his children; 
I cannot . attain to thefe erilar^retneiits and fluent 
cxpfe/Tions that 1 fee others have in prayer. Anf. 
l/?. It may be they are' old expeiienc^d Chriftians 
thou converfeft with, andjthey likewite hiave their 
cbbings and flo wings ais well as others \ for the Spir'il 
blows v^hen an J' where, he iifteth, Ihoufeeft perhaps 
the one, but ai't unacquainted wiih the other, 
2^//j/, It is thy happinefs, thou haft to do in prayer 
with one that looks not io much to the words of the 
mouth, as thc^ affections of the heart. If thou haft a 
heart centring on Goci^ and flowing out towards hiiii 
In duty, God loves that better than tlj^e tnoft eloquent 
cxpreinpns. . 

4/%, Ah ! faith fome poor foul, I cannot attain to 
any tendernefs of heart and fpame in prayer, y^-^ 
*!/?, J$ it thy greateft grief and trouble that it is fc 
Then it is a good fign, thou haft ipme tendernefs 
thy heart. 2My, Doft thoq. look to thy e\der broth 
Jefus Chrift, that he inay plead for thee, and fend 1 
Spirit to help thy infijnnitics ? Oiu: bleffed Lord Jet 
has prayed for many that could not pray for themlelve 

y to hipi.for the quickening influence of his Spir' 
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to enable you to call on lus name; for he gives his 
Spirit tQ them that afk kiryi, 

Sthfy^ It may.be fomc pc^r drooping foul k faying, 
I came to my Father's table, yefter^y, hut inftead of 
any comfortable difcoycry, all I got was a frown : my ^ 
Father f|:pyned, and feemed apgry With me. Anjfl 
i/?, Thou haft reafon- to be thankful, that he took 
any notice of thee at , all ; for . fometimes God holds 
communion with hb people by frowns and reproofs, 
and thereby humbles (hem for (]n, and draws them 
nearer to himfelf. 2dlyy Perhaps God is correftipg 
thee for fome former fins p[gainft light, which as yet 
thou haft not tnourned over : For thefe whom God 
takes into his family j^ and puts amc^g his children, i^e' 
will correft in his fatherly love^ but " his Ipving- 
<* kindnfeft he will not take away from them." Let 
all ihe children of God and heirs pf heaven- (ubmit in ' 
a humble. ai|d kindly manner, to the reproofs and 
xsorreAions of their heavenly Father. And let tBem ' 
lay, as Ehhu, to Job, under his ftar^ trials, " Wliat 
** I fee not, teach thou me 5 if I have done iniquity,*' . 
f} I will dp fo no more.'* ; Lord train me up during 
xf\y minority, as thou pleafeft; make ufe of what 
difcip^i^e towards me, thou thinkeft beft for me ; ^nly 
(if it be thv blcffed will) make it known to me for my 
comfort, that I do f eally belong^ to thy family, and 
ihall not b? ihut out of tiqors for ever. And -(9 ipy 
feul ihalllivc anjd praife thy nape." Jtnen*. 
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. S E R M O N V. 

* •■ ^ , 

A Sermon after the Communion. 

The fainting Believer ftrengthenecl for 

his Work. 

I S A I A H xl. 29. 

Ve giveth power to the' faint ; and to ihemfhaf have no 
m^ght, he mcreafeth Jlrength. 

^^HE Prophet having toncludcd the preceeding 
" $ chapter with'a prophecy of the captivity of rh« 
JeN^'s into Babylon/ though it was many years before 
it-c^me; he, in this, and the fdcceeding^ chapter, 
furniPies the church and people of God with a great 
many pr =*eious proiiMfes for their fupport and comfort, 
during that long captivity ; which furely would be of 
gi-eat ufc to them in that cloudy and dark day. 
: In the latter end of this chapter, the prophet is - 
reproving the people of God, who are now fuppofed 
to be raptives at Babylon, lor their unbelief and de- " 
fpordcncy tinder their affli(fli6ri, in faying or thinking^ 
,,Gol had either caft them off, or could, not help them, 
verfe 27. For remedying whereof, he puts^hem in 
mind of God'« power and* all-fufliciency to help in the ^ 
greateft ftraits, verfeaS. And in the text and follow* 
ing verfes, he affures them of God's fompaflioi-t, ai^d 
readuiefs to help them under all their fmki^ig difcoii- 
rageinents. He giveth power to the faint y&c, 

^/lore particularly in the text, we may notice thefe 

kings : jfi, "1 he fad cafe of many of God*s people 

'"ptlviry, They were faint and 'iuiihout mighty i.e. 
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They were under preflures ai;id bin'dens both outward 
And inward, that were ready to crulh them, and m^e 
thjcin faint away; they were called to feveral pieces 
both of fervice and fuffering, for , which they had no 
ftreogth noi' T^jght of t,henifelves. — xdly^ We have -i 
their mercy anil privilege under ^ this fad cafe, yiz. ^ 
Pawer znd ftreniyth; i. e. f]Mritual ftrength mainly, 
,"*vhich is gracioufly prorni{ed them for tjieir ejicourage- - 
inent, under all their faintmgs'and tr!als.7-3^/i(j/, 'l\}c 
author of this privilege, The everlaping Gud, the hard 
Jahcrvahi -Cjith whom is evtrlojiing jtrengih^ wf^o j ainteth , 
liot^ neither is'weary.-r^^thly, 'i he way Iwvvthis jiiercy 
"is conveyed,^ it is in a way of fr^e gift, without any 
worth or merit on qur rart : he giyetli it, and be iif- • 
creafdtih it ; he giveth Itrcagth where it is not, and 
Jhe . lacreaieth it wjiere it is already given in any 
^eafiire. 

.PQCTRl^^|E, ** That as the Lord's people 'whjle * 
*' l^ere, are liable to many fainting diicoura;;etTient^, 
.*' under which they Cwinnot fupportthenifelve;:, lb the " 
" Xord is plea fed to give thenj fuitable fhengih for ' 
" all their ex^renciesV This is ylib cxvihrmed fro^n 
that - gracious proinife, re^rded in the following 
, chapter, ifa. xli. io. " Fear thou not, for 1 am witji 
." thee : he not dilinayed, for I a*. n thy (>od : I will 
" ftrengthen thee ; yea, 1 will help ijiee ; yea, 1 will 
/' .uphold thee with the right h no of my rij?hteouf- 
*^ n^fs/' And the Ptjliiill cc. .1.. ' this truth by , 
.his own comfortable e %j>ericnGe, 1 Ta* cxx.^vui. j. 
.*' In the day wheh I cried, thou aalweredlt sje. aud 
'^ lengthened me with itrengtii in my fouK-' 

The metiiod I chufe for prgiecui.ug this waclrine, 
Aallbe ' , 

1. To enquire into ihefe fainting diiloviragemcnts^ - 
wliich believers labour under while heie. 

2. Why the Lord doth let them laect with fuch 
priids, Y 3 
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' 3. Ho>v it is that the Lord doth ftrofigtheQ his 
weak and fainting people. 

4. V/hat are the great ends and ufes for which 
the Lord g^ves foch Hrength to his people . 

5., Give fbroc reafons to prove, that the Lord will 
certainly give them this ftrength. 
6. Make improvement. > 
L As to the firft, viz. To inftance fomeof thefe 
fainting diicouragements that believers 4^bour under 
labile here, and which, in a Ipecial manner, do call for 
* divine fupport. And thefe are of two /fbrts^ viz. 
Either of a temporad or fp^itual naijire. 

i/?, Sometimes they meet with jextemalaffli^ng 
providences, which are Very difcouraging ^* As, (i.) 
When they ire tryfted with poverty and w^t^ fc 
that they know not how to fubflft themfelves amt 
their families ; this is a great trial, and requires fpirit- 
ual flrength from (Sod to help them to carry right 
under it. (2.) When they are deftitute -of earthly 
friends, and have none to comfort or fympathize with 
them in trouble ; tljis is alfb alieavy trial that needs 
ftrength from God. .(3.) When they are loaded with 
reproaches and mifrcprefeiuations, and that not only 
from enemies^ but even from friends; this hath been 
veiy finking to the belt of God's people* (4.) When 
they are tryft^id with the death and lofs of near and 
dear relations, ^leafant children, and helpful friends ; 
this^caie hath been allliL^ing to many. (5.) When 
they are under bodily ficknefs or racking pains, Co 
that they " have no reft in their bones, wearifiwn 
*^ nights are ap^inted for them, and they arC' full of 
*< tofiiilgs till the dawning of the day.'* (6.) When - 
they hav^.a near view of .meeting with deatS^ that 
king of terrors, and terror- of kings. (7-) When 
they are under the opjH'eflion and perfecutioii of cruel 
enemies. Thefe are trials that the deareft of God^s 
children are expo(ed to, and under Which they would 
^-ready to faint, if they were not ftrengthened from 
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above. And efpecially thefe outward prelfiirw are 
very finking, and difcouragtng to them ; efpecially 
when fhcy Hiink it is their lin that has brought them 
into thefe fad circumftanccs, or when their trials ?re 
of a long continuance, and it may be Ibsnethir^ in 
them appears to be fing^ilar, as it was in the cafe of 
the Jews in Babylon^ Then it is that God*s people 
are ^eady to faint and fuccu^nb j and fhould look tQ 
-God to ftepin with fuitahle fupplies of ftrength, 

*2^/y. Sometimes God's people are trylted with 
fainting difcourageinents of a fpiritual naturae: As,* 
^i,) When ihey find indwelling corruption, and 
he;irr« plagues ftrcHig and prevailing, this cafe wals very 
afFeifling and affli<^ng to David, PfaK Ixv. 3. aftd to 
Paul, Rom. vii. 24. and to the church,* when they 
tried out, Ifa. Ixiv, 6.' Our imquities like the wind 
^J)ave taken us au>ay. q, d. The tide is fo fti'ong, wc 
have no might to ftem it. (2 ) When the enemy is 
eKalted over them, and Satati doth harrafs them with 
blalphemous inje<^ions, horrid atheiilical thoughts, 
and violent temptations : he (bmetimes tempts God's 
children to- the greateft of (ins, as he tempted Job to 
curie God ^ How is the foul ready ro feint at fuch a 
time, if it get not ftrength from God ! and crieth out, 
** How long ihatt mine enemy be exalted over me ? 
** It is like a fword in my bones, when thr enemy 
*^ reproacheth me, and faith daily tb me, where is 
^^ ihy God? O my rock, ^hy haft tliou forgotten 
** me ? why go T iiiourning becaufe of the oppreflioa 
" of the enemy?" 

3^/>', W'lien God hides his face, and they cannot 
g€t acceis to him . in duty ; fo as they think, tliey arc 
^iven up and left to ftruggle with Satan and coxruption 
in their own ftrength. That is a melancholy cafe to 
the foul, unde^ which it would fainr, without- feeret 
fuppoFt from God. 

- '^bly^ W hen tjjey find their hearts wholly out of 
fra^e for any •ipiritual- duty ^ by reaibu of much 
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backwardnefs to it, wearying of it, and corraption 
working in them, whi(;h carries them away from God 

' in time of duty : Such as atheifm, unbelief, worldly. 
mindedhefs, heart-harxlnefs, &c. Now the foul would 
faint, and wholly backflide from God, if be dM not 
fecretly uphold it. , 

5^Wj, When the foul is brought' back agaih, as it 
were, to the foot of mount Sinai, and made to hear 
the thuiiderings thereof, and the" oprfes of a broken 
lav renewed; The law' gets anew coinmiirion to take 
the man into ciillody, and put; his feet into the ftocks : 

- So that old wounds are opened, and fonr.er guilt is 
revived, and God feeras to behave to hini liVe a 
ftranger or an enemy., Thus he did to Iceman, Pfal, 
Ixxxviii. Now at fuch a tiine the Ibul is Kcady to 
faint, and fay, Js his mercy cl^ an gone fur ever ? W'4l 
he be favourable no more? Haih he forj^^oiten to be gra- 

\ clous? Hath he^in anger Jhut up his tender mercies ?' j 
But efpecially if ficknefs, car the meffen^ers of rJeath 
come and knock at the man's door, Nvhile in fuch a ^ 
cafe, O ! how is- he diftreffed with the melanchply 
appreheniions of death and judgment? " Death 
" (thuiks he,) is near,^nd Tarn moil unready for it; \ 
*' judgment is approaching, my accompts are unc * .r, 
'* and the judge's face all covered with frowns." 
Now the foul indeed would faint, if God in Chrifl did 
liot support it- 

6/i/y, As believers have nxany fainting difcourage- 

■ ixicnts,, upon the account of their ov/n cafe, &> alfb 
upon a public account, in rcfped of- the church and 
land wherein they live : as, 1//, When they fee a 
fpirit of flumber and deep (leep fallen upon profeflbrs, 
jR) that they are not moved with the judgments of 
God, when denounced both by his word and provi- 
dence ; yea, th^-^ugh the fire be kindled ^^ and buinit\g 
round about them, yet they lay it not to heart, ■ ■ 
'idly, "When they fee f eligion under a great arid vifiblc 
'°':aj ajE^ong all raiiks; many turning daily mojre care- 
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lefs and indifferciit about duty, , more flack about 
family-worfliip, and fecret prayer, and daily luore 
carnal and worldly in their converfation. When the^^ 
fee Chriftiaivlove decay^ divifions and animcfities in- 
crcafc, malice, envy, and hatred of one another pre- 
vail^ arid people growing more felfilh, minding their 
own things, and cnrdeis abiOUt the things ot Jefias 
Ch'rift. 3///y, When they fee God's Spirit in a fad 
meafiare vithdrawn from the aifeniibiies of his people ; 
ordinances becoifte as a felled bcolc, dry breafts, and a 
mifcarrylng womlf, fb that Tehabod may be written on 
them, or Cod is departed ; when thpy^cc connnunions 
lifelefsj and riot what they wont to be. Chrift is ab- 
fent, and yet few fenlible of the jijdgment, or laying 
it to hca^t, fo as to lament after lie Lord, They fee 
many bufy to fin him away, but few erideavouring to 
pray him back again. Ihe fincere fcekers of God 
are often like to faint under this difeourage ment. 
/^thly^ When they fee many profeffors makmg foul 
fiips, yea, falling into fcsndalcus fins to the reproach of 
religion, and hardening of the wicked y and but few 

' like ^o be found fincere in their profeflipn.-^--^-^ 
S^hly, When they fee thcfe that are truly godly,- 
tender &nd confcientious in their walk ; public-ipirited 
and concerned for the intereft of Chrift, removing and 
going off the ftage : This is a very raelai^choly and 
Iniking difcoiiragement to the few that are left behind, 
under which they need fijpport from. God s hence it 
was that the Pfalmift cries lirearneftly, Pfal. xii. i, 
Htip Lord, for the godly man ceafeth : ^r the faithful 

J^iul from arnQ}ig the children of mdn , 

II. The fecond thing p]-opofcd was, to enquire 
why the Lord lets liis people be try fled with fuch 
faiiuing difcouragements. 

• 1/?, To correct, them for their former feults and' 
tnifcaiffiageii : Hence we read, Jer. iv. j^. when the 
Lord had thf eatited ieveral iad things againft ' 
people, he fahh, thy ways and thy doings have pr9ci 
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thefe things to thee, God will have his people? to i 
fciart for Cn ; not to make any fatisfafiipn for fiin^ but ; 
to render lin bitter Uiit^ them • il 

i('ly^ To humble and make theia low, ip mififl: of 
their great attainments and fignal enjoyments : Bdi,e. j 
vers are flilUapt to be ptifF^d up wiph thefe, if they \ 
Av<;re not kept under by hun^bling ,difpcniations. 
Hence even Paul himfelf had a iiieffenger of Satan fent 
to buftet him, /(/? he Jkoultd be exalted cMl^e iKcaJure, 

'through the ahm^dcinae of rtvelathns ^ 2 Qor.TQi. 8. 

yfiyy To let them know the^differeiace betwixt 
earth and heaven, a militant and triumpliant §ate. 
AV hen things go; well w;ith us in the world^ we are 
apt to fay ^ith Peter on ■ the raouat, It is goqd for us 
to be here, . But when- thefe go ill, Go.d^s peopje tui^a 
tbdr tongue, aj^d fay with the Pfalmift,Pfal,lxxiii. 27. 
It ij-gcodfor me to draixf r^igh to. Cod, iVV hen we live 
at eafe, we are ready, to think o\ir£elves at home ? I 
but w ben ^trouble comes/ we begin to fay, Arye, kt 

. us d( party this is not our reft. It i< not eafy to \ve^ 
us from the comforts of t^is life 5 and therefore God 
many times doth nib gall and wqrmwood on the ^ 
bre;^s of this ^r^fejjt world, to iijibittei: ijts cotnforfs, j 
&nd tate our hearts off it. ' 

4//>/>, To awaken the (pirit of prayer, and make 
them more importungiie in their addrdles ^o the throtie ' 
©f grace, Pfal. cxxx. i. Chrift fpffered the flwrni to 
continue, till the- ihip was aln^oft overwhelmed, that 
the difciples might come and awaken hiai with their 
.cries to help them, Matth. viji. 25. 

5/^fy, That his people mj^y get new proofs of his 
love and tender care in flrengthening fuch weak reeds 
jii they are, to endure fuch Itorras; and in his ftcpping 
in fo feafonably for their relief and fupport, when 
ready. 10 faint and luccumb. God'js people have much 
to fpeak on this accouht, to 'the praifc of his free grace, 
Pfal. xciv. iB. -^ When I faid, my foot flippeth, thy 
^'* mercy, O Lord, held, me up.-" 
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6thly, To canfe his people lon^ for heaven, and 

'' tnend'theirpace in the w^y to it, Phil. i. 23. There 

i is -a great difference betwixt our prayers in healtli and 

\ in ficknefs ; pur repentings in profperity and adverlTty, 

Ifli, xxvi. 16. Htif. V. 15, He that in profperity 

prayed with a cold heart, and dry eyes, can in a-flic- 

• tion cry aloud, afcd mingle his prayers with tears. 

l^houjTh heaven was much oiit of fight and out of 

mind before, and he had fcarce a thought of flitting: 

yet now when diftrefs comes, he hegias to ilgh with 

" David, Pfal. Iv. 6. " O that I had v/ings like a dove, 

" for then would I flee away, and he at reft: I would 

** haften my efcape from the, %t'indy temped.'' 

/ III. The next tWng is to enquire, how it is that' 

[ fhe Lord doth ftreftgthen his vv?ak and finnting people. 

And here T flittU do two things; (i,) Enquire, into 

% the nature of this Ipiritual ftrength; thi Lord dothi 

give hi%people. (2.) Into the way and manner how 

[ he conveys it to thCrtl.* 

As to the firft. This ipiritual ftrength fi^poieth, 
tTiat the Cou] is made alive, and rai(ed out of the grave 
' of ^in and a nat\iral l];aie, by the quickning fpirit 'of 
God.* And that the foul is united to Chrift by faith, ' 
who is the fountain and channel of all grace and 
fpiritual ftrepgth. 

Eiic more dire£lly, God's 'ftrengthening his people 
rijports tliefc things : 

iy7. The Lord^s creating and implanting the habits 
6? j.^race in the foul, which are die ftrength of ^the 
foul ;-anil therefore calleci the armour of God, and 
oTir ihield and helmet, Eph. vi. 

2'//v, His ino-eaflng of ' g4-ace in the foul ; for hs* 
. not O'ily plants thefe habits, but ftrcngthens them, and 
graJnally perfects whatlie lias begun, Pfal.xcii. 12, i^. 
3 <7y, His breathing on his- own work of grace in 
the^ foul, and thereby aftuating his people's graces, 
and drawing them forth irtto a lively exercife : Fc 
Gtxl muft not only plant grace an4 increafe it^ 
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alfo fet it a- work, and bring it iilto adioi,i,Phil H. 13. | 
* It is God that worketh in you both to wiH and to do.' \ 

4tl^yy The Lord's flrengthening of his fainting J 
people, imports his letting out and conveying of frelh 
fupplies of grace to his people, in the time of their 
iieed. Not only doth he plant, increafe, and a^ate 
grace, but like wife he doth come in with feaibnabJc 
lupplies and reinforcements to the weak and decayed 
graces of his people, anfwerable to their preflures anS 
exigencies. Grace, of it (elf is but a creatiirp, and 
fubjecl to perifh, and would {bpii43e deftroycd by the 
frequent attacks/ made upon it, if it were not (eafoa- 
ably reinforced with new fapplies from its author, 
^^nd thus the Lord, from time to time, feeds the 
believer's lamp with frefh oil; gives it more faithy 
more love, more hope, and more defires; and thus he 
gives power vo the faint, and ftrengthens thcfe things 
which remain when ready to die. . -. 

^thly, It imports the fiipplying the foul with ex- 
l^^riences of the power, mercy, and faithfulnels of God, 
for the nourifhing and ftrengthenir^ of fatth in the 
time of^ trial : And therefore we find the Lord, when 
he is ftrcngthening his fainting people in the text and 
Gontext, he refers them to their fofmcr experience^ 
Verfe 27, 28. ffa/} thou mt heard P Ha/t thou not 
kmwn? How then fayeft thou that God hath forfaken 
thee? Often do we find David ftrengthening^ his faith 
this way, Pfal. 3dii."Pfal. cxvi. 

6tUyy It Ues, in the Lord's applymg to the foul his 
gracious and comfortable promifes, and tfaQ-eby ani- 
mating his people with (piritual courage^ and refolu- 
Hon to grapple with all their enemies and difficulties. 
He ihews that God is on their fide, ili^kt. his grace is 
fufiaent for themj and that he wtli never kave than^ 
mr forjako them, Ifa. xli. 10. Pial. cxviii. 6. Heb. 
xiii. 5,6. 2Cor. xii. 9. ^ 

7^%> The Lord flrcngthcns his people, by giving 
"heir* ah encouraging view and proljpedl ^f a huppy 
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out-gate from all their tmis and diicouragements^* and 
of a ^orious viftory over all their enemies^ Joh xix.25. 
Rom.xvi^o. aTiin. iv. 7, 8. 

II. I come to the fecond thing, viz, To flicw the 
'way and manner how this fpiritnal ftrcngth is conveyed 
to bcjievcrs. And this you may take up in thefe 
following proportions 

' ift\ God has treafurcd iip in Jefiis Chrift his. Son, 

% fulnefs of grace andfpiritUal ftrength for his peopled 

As oar Mediator is the purokafer of this ilrcngth, fo 

he is the truftee, to \Vhora it is given in order to be be* 

ftowed upon believers: This is clear, (1 .) From th^ 

promifes of God for giving ftrcngth, they run in this 

channel ..JSpeh. X ta. ^M will ftreiigthen them in 

,f^ the Lord ; (/. A in Chrift) and they ihall walk up, 

*' $md down in Ws nam/S, faith the Lord." (2.) From 

the precepts of God, which arc in the fame ftrain, 

£ph. vi. 10. " Be ftrong b the Lord, and in the 

*^ power of his might." 2 Tim. ii. 1. "My fon be 

" ftrong in the grace that is in. Jefus Chrift f* 

(3.) From the pra*5lice of the faints, they all look for 

their jftrength this way, ITa. xlv 24 ^* Surely (ball 

'* one fay, In the Lord have I righteoofnefs and 

*^ ftrength." *■ And Paul faith, -Plul iv. i ^,. *' lean 

*' do all things through Chrift which ftrengthencth 

'* me." So that Chrift i§ our head of influence and 

ftbre-^keeper. The ftock of our grace and ftrength, 

fince Adado's fall and^mrfmanagenent, is all put ir\ 

Chrift's hand ; he is the great fteward of heaven, the 

key of the ftore houfe is in his cuftiKly, and on him wc 

mnft daily depend for neteffary fupplies. 

' i idly, The way that Chrift our head and treasurer, 

comrniiiiixrates this ftrength, and gives out the neceflary 

fuppfies thereof to his people, is hy the miniftration rfr 

the holy Spirit, and his gracious operations, and in 

fluences op their fouls, John xv. 29 John xvi^ 14, i f 

And for this elfed:> the Spirit of God dwells in believr 

Z '• 
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J^ belayed Son ^fts Chrift, when he wa» IcavWg tlie 

world, John xvu. X I. 

3^^, Becaufe ©f their ^?^Y€^tio9 to him; and W$ 
ra^eat Iqyc to them ; they are the fubjefts of his king- 
dOtn, the children of his faaiily ; yea, they are, aslt 
'vvcrc, the wife of his hofi^m ; ^nd will be no^ thca 
ifakc fpecial care of them ? . . 

4tf>iy, Becairfc they rely and depend wholly upod 
the I^d liimfelf for hi$ :ftrcngth i^d fiffport, Ifa. 
^vi. 3'. Pfal. IvK. ft. 

- gthiy, Becaufe the Lord knp^^ that h\$ pcoi^e have 
m^ny ftrong and dangerous enemies ; and that they* 
have .no inherent ftren^th to hold out agauift them, 
having loft that by the fall. Yea, he Knows that they 
have a natural bentnels. to boekflidlng, that the feed 
vf the worft iin is in them, ;sind of ^emftlves Aey 
capnot ftind before the leaA ipsu*^ of a temptldcai; 
^ad ib woi4d be infallibly undone^, if he did not' 

ftrengthea theoo/^^of. xi. 7. Pfal* xbc» i j* • 

• » 

AT V h J c A r I o' n: 

Ufe I. Of Informjjtion. We may hence fee, 
i/f, That woridly profperity and carnal joy are no 
f;gn of God's favopr: For God's people' are fubjeft to 
jnaijy fainting difcouragements here. Wicked men 
receive their good things in*this lifie, but believers good 
thjngs are to^come. 

zafy, We may hence be informed of the difference 
betwixt the two covenants, of works and of grace« 
Adam, by the firft, was to do all by his own inherctit 
ftrength ; but believers, Under the fecond, do all by 
bori:owed ftrengtk, add muft conftantly he beholden 
to God for new iupplies. * Anci it is well for us that 
lDis.fo, for our ftock is far fpr^r in God's hand, than • 
in oi^r pWn. When the prodigal gtt his ftock in hi« 



dpwo/ who are fenifiblc of the hidingst of Ggd's face, 
th<5 prevailing. 6f heart-plagues, the btrfFetings of 
Sataii^ &c. but only give not way to exccflivc dlf- 
couragement : T cajl it ^xceflive, whe^ it is ready to 
majke you give ov^tr hopes, lay afide endeavp^jrs, in- 
.di(po{e you for holy duties, refufeto apply to jChrift 

. ,your ay-f"fiiciem help, or reftifr (^omfqrt from God's 
.promifes of ftrength gnd fupport. Some indeed think 
rc^igipn Ues in defperate unbelieving thqught;s, and in 
making of toiii)Dlaints; but farely.therj5 is no reUgipn 
there, other wife we mufl conclude Cgiii, Judas, and 

; the damned to be godly. Religbn rather lies in the 
aftiiig? of faith, and ijiipro\^Dg .Goal's proiiriles f^r 
ili»eogthening us in doing bis wall. , 

yffy^ To Armiqi^ins, who tnaintain the dodrine of 
,free-will, .viz* That it is in. the power of /a man's free- 
will, to do.th^t which is (pidtually and favjngly good, 
if he pleitife to ufe bis natural abilities. Ohl ho\v little 
do thefe iqjen kaow^themfelve^ that talk fo : for if it 
,be ivot in t^ power of a nlarfi's will, when gracioufly 
changed and renewed, to dp good, without fuperadded 
iuiypUes of grace and ftrength from God, from time to 

^ "^me, as certainly it is not ; far kfs can a natural alid 
unregenerate perlbn * do it, that is dead in trcfpaffcs 
and fins. 

^Hy, To thofe communicants who look not intirely , 
to God in'Chrift fpr ibrength fcg: the work and war- 
fare, duties and difficulties before them ; but lean too , 
much to fbmetlung in themfelves, or fomethin|; they 
have got at this occafion. 

I . ScaUB truft too much to the ftabflity of their owii 

. refolutions and engagements : They have vowed aiyl 
fworn, and they hope likpwifc to perform accordingly. 
But do not depend upon thefe, other wife they will 
jfpon fail you ; as tjiey did Peter fifcer the firft Cora- 
iDqaion. > The Pfalraift was under many refolittions 
^tq Jccqp dbfc to the >vayjof duty, yet he fays, Vf^^ 
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impenitency, darknefs, weaknefs and indifpofition will 
ftill grow greater. 

^hiyf By aiming at duty, you put yourfelvcs in 
God'« road : And when, like the blind man, you lye 
in Chrift's way", you ftand fairer fca* a vifit or an alms 
from him, than thefe who ftay at a difbnce. 

^My'y Duties performed, when we are indifpoftd, 
may be very plea ling to God. It muft furely be ac- 
ceptable to our gracious Lord and mafter, to fee one 
of h(s weak or lamed fervants attempt to go his errands, 
the' he halt and make but flow progfals in his way : 
' Nay^ this will move his tender heiart to pity him, and 
■ give him ftrength. And many a time have his fervants 
• got fupplics of ftrength bn a fudden, when they have 
been effayihg duty. Their Ibuls, ere they were amare, 
have ntnde them like, the chariots of Amminadib^ Cant* 
vK 12. Therefore, O difcouraged communicant^ 
pcrfift in aiming at thy duty, whatever be thy prefent 
frame.' Who knows, when thou art •lifting at thy 
heavy burden, but God will gracipufly lend thee a liftj^ 
and lift it for thee. '' . 

Ufe\l\. Of Tfial. O communicants, examine if 
^ou have got any fpiritual ftrength at this foltmn f<aft» 
Many a weak believer has found it a ftrengthniiig 
meal to their fainting fouls. Mark, if it' be fo with 
you. i/?, Do ye find; your graces more quick and 
vigofqus than formerly. As for inftance, i. Is faith 
'more lively? Are you better pleafed with the contri- 
vance of grapey.and method of felvatron, than before ? 
And arc yoatiow enabled to abandon your own righf- 
eoufnefs, and go out to your fiirety Chrift ; Jaying Ac 
burden of your fins upon him, and leaning wholly to 
him fcr pardpn^ and acceptance with God : And alfo 
looking to hxjn as your hezi of influences for heart 
purity and fanftifying grace. And ftrength to t)erfon] 
duty? 2*. Is your repentance - and grief for fin, «" 
creafed? Do you fee more of fin's deformity 
> abhor it ^ the enemy of Chrift I And aj'e yo? 
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trials the more patiently. How gentle is jrour cxer- 
cife, and fbuttrduble, in relpcft of Job's, David*s^ 
Hcnian's, and many others, dear and ne«r to God, 
who have been ready to faint under their burdens, 
and preflcd above meallire ; God is gracious to you, 
he fees you are weak, and will not overburden you. 

^^/y. Let rtone mifct>nftruft believers exerciies of 
Ipirit, nor defpife theni, bccairfe they arc frequently 
faint and difeouraged t For the grcateft Ipirits in the 
world have been thus cxercifed. David was* a man 
of fingular valour^ that had a heart as the heart of a lio», 
ct Sam.xvif. lo. A man of eminent wifdom, and there- 
fore (aid to be wife as an angd of Cody i Sam. xiv. 2,©*.« 
A tnan ofia chcarful temper, and a great fnafter of 
' inuCc, and tfadi-eforc called xhs fvoeet jinger of Ifraet, 
a Sam. xxiif, i. And yet we frequently find him fore 
troubled, bowed down, cleaving to the dtiftjiand fharp- 
ly exerciled under the hidings of Gbd*s face, a^d otfaeF 
(oul-diftreffe^. n 

'^dlyy Doth God give firitable ftrength to his peofjfe 
in all exigencies ? Let none abufe this do6brin^, by 
giving up with the ufe of the means that God has ap- 
pbinted ; and neglefting to ufe their own endeavours. 
4 Yor tho^ believers "have Ghrift .to lean to all tbcir way ^ 
in their journey to heaven; yet none muft expiB<ft x» 
be carried thither upon his ftoulders, without fetdng 
down a foot. We may warrantably look to him for 
ftrength for every duty ; yet it is in eur ufiifg the 
means that this ilrength r&. conveyed. 

/^hly^ Beware of leaning to yourfelves, and neglec- 
ting to look for this promiied ftrength. (i) Lcair 
not to your own purpofes ; for ygUr goocnefs is like 
the mormng dew. (2.) Lean not to your graciou* 
habits ; for theie are but creatures, and iready to die* . 
(3.) Lean not to your duties and performances ; for 
they are defiled and uticlean. (4. ) Lean not to your 
fi>ames • for they are fleeting and uncon^Vant. And 
befides, it i8 highly dangbrotK and provoking to God 
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S^y^* ftrertg^jened for iis Work . 4.6'j 

^dlyy Kumbly reprefent at^d bemoan yt)m* impo- 
t»nce befor€f God, like EpHraini, Jer.xkxi., t%: I heari 
Ephratm htntmmn^ hirrtfelf^ I mfar as a Mhck mtacctf-^ 
totted ta the yuks. IJc fdt his' own itnpotente and 
av^riion to ^bat was good ; anijt then he groans and 
looks up to God for power \ Turn thou rmy and IJhalt 
Br turned; for thou art tht Lfirdmy God, And, in the 
next verfe, we fte how feadily the Lord ftept in with 
pity and help to him, Thns alfo did Jehofaphat, and-" 
found^help, 2 Ghfbn. stx. 12. f We have no'might' 
*^ againflr this great company that cometh againft u^* 
>' "neither know we what td do; but our eyes are 
^' lipon thee/* cj. d. Tho* we be weak, yet we' 
know thoti art infinitely powerful, and full.of com- 
jSsaifion; , 

3^fy, Ufe well 9ny Jfinall power you have, and it 
vrlll increafe* The ri'ghr arm is morfi .ftreng and 
vigorous than the left, becaufe* it is more excrcifed : 
So grace, the moi^e it is^exerciied, fhe more it grows, 
Matth.piiii. i^. Prov. >c/29. ' 

.4/^/^, Wait on t%^ Lord in the diligent u{e of the 
Macans ; for it is proiiuled, Ifa. xl. 31. They that wait 
upon the Lor d^jhall renew their Jirengthf And in Pfiil. 
asp^vii, 14. Walt oh the Lord^ te of good cdurage^ and he 
fhall ffrengthen ihlhe heart •• watt, I fay, on the Lord» 
We Thuft life, hut not truft to the means, but to God, 
in the due ufe of IKerfi. ^ . 

5^^(y, WtLll^ tenderly, and giiarrf againft every 
known (In; fojr (inlets out tUe IbuPs sftrength, a» 
bleeding lets the fpirit out of the body. » 

6thfy, Be often looking, in a believing way, to th6 
MediatorChrift,yourTreafur,erandHeadofinfluencesi 
and' derive all your fii^plies of ftrength from and thro* 
him s^one. 

jtkly. Carefully entertain the Spirit's motions, and^ 
fall in wiA jthem, Grieve ^ot the Spirit ^f€h/ if}, wh 
is fent to ftrengthen you j«ptherwifc you^will caft a^ 
your ftrength From you. 



